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OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 
 

Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 
Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department and the material will vary 

- see course syllabus available from instructor 
 

FACULTY/DEPARTMENT: History 
HIST 261    N/A 3 

COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FORMER COURSE NUMBER  UCFV CREDITS 
Latin American History: The Colonial Experience 

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course surveys the history of Latin America, from the time of the great pre-Columbian city-states and 
empires (Maya, Aztec, and Inka), through the colonial era, to the emergence of independent nations in the 
early nineteenth century. Throughout, the course focuses on how the interaction between Native Americans, 
Spaniards, Portuguese, and people of African descent created distinct societies in the 'New World'.  
 

 
PREREQUISITES: None 
COREQUISITES:       

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO: 
(a) Replaces:              
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 
(b) Cannot take:       for further credit.       
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    LENGTH OF COURSE:       
Lectures: 30 Hrs  HOURS PER DAY:     
Seminar: 15 Hrs    
Laboratory:      Hrs    
Field Experience:      Hrs    
Student Directed Learning:      Hrs    
Other (Specify):            Hrs    
    

MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 36  
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS: Every year 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: Fall 1995 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2008 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: September 2011  
(Four years after UPAC final approval date) (MONTH YEAR) 

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:  
  
Course Designer(s):  Chairperson:  
 Dr. Geoffrey Spurling (Curriculum Committee)   
  
Department Head:  Dean:  
 Robin Anderson  Dr. Eric Davis 
UPAC Approval in Principle Date:       UPAC Final Approval Date: Sept. 28, 2007 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• create their own arguments and evaluate those of others. 
• clearly communicate their ideas, both in writing and in class discussions. 
• critically examine secondary and primary sources, including among the latter both Spanish and indigenous accounts of  

the conquest, Inquisition records, letters, wills, and government documents. 
• identify and understand the social and cultural complexity that characterizes Latin America’s history. 

 
METHODS: 

Teaching methods will include lectures, formal and informal class discussions based on assigned readings and/or other materials, 
and audio-visual materials. 

PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check:)  Yes  No 

METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR: 

Exam.  
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Boyer, Richard, and Geoffrey Spurling, eds. Colonial Lives: Documents on Latin American History, 1550–1850. New York: Oxford 
University Press, 2000. 

Burkholder, Mark A., and Lyman L. Johnson. Colonial Latin America. Sixth ed. New York: Oxford University Press, 2007. 
Johnson, Lyman, and Sonya Lipsett-Rivera, eds. The Faces of Honor: Sex, Shame, and Violence in Colonial Latin America. 

Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1998. 
Rampolla, Mary Lynn. A Pocket Guide to Writing in History. Fifth ed. Boston and New York: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2007. 
History 261 Course pack.  
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

N/A 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Final exam 30% 
Mid-term exam 25% 
Paper – analysis of primary sources 35% 
Participation in discussion groups 10% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Week 1  Introduction to the course and to Latin America as a region / Prehispanic Mesoamerica 
Week 2  City-States and Empire: The Maya and the Aztecs 
Week 3  The Inka State / The Iberian Background / Initial Encounters Between the Old World and the New 
Week 4  The European Invasion of the Americas / The Columbian Exchange and the “Great Dying” 
Week 5  The Structure of Colonial Rule / Conversion and the Role of the Church / Migration, Miscegenation, and Identity 
Week 6  The Colonial Economy / Production, Land Tenure, and Ecological Change / Forced and Free Labour / African Slavery  
Week 7  Mid-term Exam 
Week 8  African Slavery (cont.) / Colonial Life—Family, Marriage, Gender, Occupation, Status, and Ethnicity 
Week 9  Honour, Sexuality, and Elites 
Week 10  Honour Among Plebeians, Peasants, and Slaves 
Week 11  Archival Sources on Honour, Gender, Sexuality, Marriage, and the Family 
Week 12  Eighteenth-Century Transformations—Economic Expansion, Population Growth, Administrative Reforms, and Rebellion 
Week 13  The Wars of Independence / Concluding Comments 
 
 


