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History of India: Akbar to Independence
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

The Indian subcontinent comprises a vast geographic area embracing a startlingly complex and ancient array of cultures. The
first objective of History 264 is to provide an introduction to the region with reference to the main themes that shaped its
evolution from the Mughal Empire to independence. The course will begin by studying the historiography of south Asia in
both the imperial and post-imperial eras. The Mughal Empire, the Company Raj and imperial rule will be explored with
reference to Indian society. The impact of the Rebellion and rise of nationalism leading to independence will be studied.
Finally, History 264 will study the impact of India on Britain and the Indian diaspora on the world. The second objective of
the course is to explore the craft of historical research, analysis and writing.

PREREQUISITES: None.
COREQUISITES:  None.

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO:
(@) Replaces:
(Course #) (Department/Program)
(b)  Cannot take: For further credit.
(Course #) (Department/Program)
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION
STRUCTURE OF HOURS LENGTH OF COURSE:
Lectures: 32 Hrs HOURS PER DAY:
Seminar: 13 Hrs
Laboratory: Hrs
Field Experience: Hrs
Student Directed Learning: Hrs
Other (Specify): Hrs
MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 36
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS: Once per year
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) X Yes ] No
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  [] Yes ] No
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: [ Yes X No
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Department Head: Dean:
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES:

1. To introduce students to the nature of history as a discipline.

2. To provide an introduction to the region with reference to the main themes that shaped its evolution from the Mughal
empire to independence

3. To encourage students to understand and appreciate other cultures and social values.

METHODS:

Lecture will highlight the major historical development. Small group discussion will be used to encourage students to
engage in discussion. Visual material such as documentary video will also be used. Students will be required to read
not only the basic texts, but also selected documents and literary works such as short stories or poems.

PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):
Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR X Yes I No

METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR:
Challenge exam.

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:]

Barbara D. Metcalfe and Thomas Metcalfe, A Concise History of India, (Cambridge, Cambridge University Press,

2001).

Reading Packet (on reserve).

Mohandas K. Gandhi, Autobiography; or, the Story of My Experience with Truth, (Beacon Press).

Dean Mahomet, Travels of Dean Mahomet; 18" Century Journey Through India, ed. Michael H. Fisher,
(University of California Press).

Rudyard Kipling, Plain Tales from the Hills, (Penguin).

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:
None.

STUDENT EVALUATION:
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

Weekly Reading Assignments 10%
Participation 10%
Two Document Analysis (1,200 words each) 30%
Mid-Term Exam. 20%
Final Exam. 30%
COURSE CONTENT:

[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]
Introduction

Geography and Historiography of South Asia

Metcalfe, Chapter One, *Sultans, Mughals and Pre-Colonial Indian Society’, Concise History of India.

Sanjay Subrahmanyan, ‘Mughal State- Structure or Process? Reflections on Recent Western Historiography’, Indian
Economic and Social History Review, 29, 3, (1992), 291- 321.

Mughal Empire and the Indian Subcontinent
*Metcalfe, Chapter Two, ‘Mugal Twilight: the Emergence of Regional States and the
East India Company’, Concise History of India.
**Micheguglielmo Torri, ‘Mughal Nobles, Indian Merchants and the Beginning of British Conquest in Western India:
The Case of Surat- 1759, Modern Asian Studies, 32, 2, (1998), 257- 315.
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The Rise of the Company Raj

*Metcalfe, Chapter Three, ‘The East India Company and the Company Raj’, Concise History of India.

**p.J. Marshall, “British Society in India under the East India Company’, Modern Asian Studies, 31, 1, (1997), 69-
108.

Imperialism and Rebellion: 1857- 58

*Metcalfe, Chapter Four, ‘Revolt, the Modern State and Colonized Subjects’, Concise History of India.

**David Baker, ‘Colonial Beginnings and the Indian Response: The Revolt of 1857- 58 in Madhya Pradesh’, Modern
Asian Studies, 25, 3, (1991), 511- 44.

**|ra Klein, ‘Materialism, Mutiny and Modernization in British India’, Modern Asian Studies, 34, 3,(2000), 545- 80.

Indian Society

**G. Bhadra, ‘Social Groups and Relations in the Town of Murshidabad 1765- 93’, Indian History Review, Il, (1975-
6), 312- 38.

David Washbrook, ‘Law, State and Agrarian Society in Colonial India’, Modern Asian Studies, 15, (1981), 649- 721.

Imperialism, Society and Economics of Post-Rebellion India

*Metcalfe, Chapter Five, ‘Civil Society, Colonial Restraints’, Concise History of India.

**C.A. Bayly, ‘Knowing the Country: Empire and Information in India’, Modern Asian Studies, 27,1, (February,
1993), 3- 44.

**Edward S. Haynes, ‘Imperial Ritual in a Local Setting: The Ceremonial Order in Surat, 1890- 1939°, Modern Asian
Studies, 24, 3, (July, 1990), 493- 528.

Origins and Rise of Nationalism
*Metcalfe, Chapter Six, ‘The Crisis of the Colonial Order: Reform, Disillusionment,

Division’, Concise History of India.
**Nancy Fix Anderson, “”’Mother Besant” and Indian National Politics’, Journal of Imperial and Commonwealth
History, 30, 3, (2002), 27- 54.
**Judith Brown, ‘Gandhi- A Victorian Gentleman: An Essay in Imperial Encounter’, Journal of Imperia and
Commonwealth History, 27, 2, (May, 1999), 68- 85.

End of Empire: Partition and Independence.

*Metcalfe, Chapter, Seven, ‘The 1940s: Triumph and Tragedy’, Concise History of

India.

**Bidyut Charrabarty, ‘Jawaharlal Nehru and Planning, 1938- 41’, Modern Asian Studies, 26, 2, (1992), 275- 87.
**Aparna Baser, ‘Uprooted Women: Partition of the Punjab 1947°, Nation, Empire, Colony: Historicizing Gender
and Race, Ruth Pierson et al eds., 270- 86.

The Indian Diaspora
*Metcalfe, Chapter Eight, ‘Congress Raj: Democracy and Development’, Concise History of India.
**Crispin Bates ed., Community, Empire and Migration: South Asians in Diaspora.

Impact of India on Britain: Kipling to Popular Cinema.
**Mackenzie, ‘Propaganda and Empire’.
***Ejlm: Tales of the Bengal Lancers.



