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India and the Indo-Pacific World
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

Students of modern Indian history often focus on the internal development of the Subcontinent and the relationship between
India and European imperialism. This course will examine the relationship between South Asia and the peoples of the Indo-
Pacific world from the arrival of Islam to recent times. It will explore the influence of South Asian civilization on the
economic and cultural development of the many societies bordering on the Indian Ocean and the Pacific Rim. It will also
examine the impact of those societies on the South Asian economic and cultural world.

PREREQUISITES: None
COREQUISITES: None

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO:
(@) Replaces:
(Course #) (Department/Program)
(b)  Cannot take: for further credit.
(Course #) (Department/Program)
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION
STRUCTURE OF HOURS: LENGTH OF COURSE:
Lectures: 30 Hrs HOURS PER DAY:
Seminar: 15 Hrs
Laboratory: Hrs
Field Experience: Hrs
Student Directed Learning: Hrs
Other (Specify): Hrs
MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 36
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS: Every second year
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) X Yes [INo
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) [1Yes [ No
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: [ Yes XI No

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:

Course Designer(s): Chairperson:
Dr. David Milobar (Curriculum Committee)

Department Head: Dean:
Dr. Sylvie Murray Dr. Eric Davis
UPAC Approval in Principle Date: UPAC Final Approval Date: March 31, 2006
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES:

By the end of this course students will:

1) have gained an appreciation of the significant role India has played in the history of the Indian-Pacific region.

2) acquire an understanding of the process by which South Asian diaspora communities became integrated into the economic
and cultural fabric of various cultures in the Indian-Pacific region.

3) develop an understanding of the impact of connections throughout the Indian-Pacific region on South Asian economic and
cultural structures.

4) be introduced to the craft of historical research, analysis and writing.

METHODS:

Lectures, seminars and research assignments

PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):
Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check:)  [X] Yes ] No

METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR:

Exam or portfolio of work

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:]

*Kenneth McPherson, The Indian Ocean: A History of People and the Sea, (Oxford University Press, 1994).

*K.N. Chaudhuri, Trade and Civilization in the Indian Ocean: An Economic History to the Rise of Islam (Cambridge University Press,
1985).

Articles from On-line Data Bases (JSTOR, Cambridge etc)

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:

None

STUDENT EVALUATION:
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

Weekly Reading Synopsis 10% (ten in total)
Participation 10%

Mid-Term Exam 20%

Term Paper 30%

Final Exam 30%

COURSE CONTENT:
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

Introduction

Rise of Islam, South Asia and the Indian Ocean

Europeans, Mughals and the South Asian World: An Economic Perspective
Company Raj and the Economic Life of the Indian/ Pacific Rim

British Raj and South Asian Merchant Communities: Regional Imperialism
Gujarat and East Africa

South Asia Business Diaspora and South East Asia

Indentured Labour Diaspora: Tamil Labouring Communities in Southern Africa
Imperialism and the South Asian Diaspora in the South Pacific/ Australia
India, the Punjab and the Americas

Indian Nationalism, De-colonization and Independence in Africa and the 'East’
Rise of India as a Regional Economic and Military Power



