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CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

This course has two major objectives: 1) to introduce you to the various philosophies and
methodologies of history; and 2) to allow you to experience the 'doing' or 'making' of history, by
examining the nature of historical evidence, and by applying what you have learned about
philosophy, evidence, and historiography to selected methodological problems.
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES:

1. To familiarize students with the philosophies and methodologies of history.
2. To improve students' reasoning, writing and oral skills through archival and written assignments.

METHODS:

While the classroom structure may change from year to year, lectures will be used to introduce students to the key
developments in historical philosophy and methodology, and seminar discussions of various forms will be used for
class discussion of assigned readings and/or other materials. Students may also be asked to perform
research/methodology assignments outside the classroom.

Films, videos, and guest speakers might also be used to support lectures and stimulate discussion.

PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):
Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR X Yes I No

METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR:
Challenge exam.

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:]

Textbook resources used in this course will reflect current academic publications on historical methodology and related

subjects and could include some of the following:

Appleby, Hunt and Jacob, Telling the Truth about History

Berger, The Writing of Canadian History

Burke, History and Social Theory

Carr, What is History?

Chartier, On the Edge of the Cliff: History, Language and Practice

Crowley, ed. Clio’s Craft. A Primer of Historical Methods

Green and Troup, The Houses of History: A Critical Reader in Twentieth-Century History and Theory
Jenkins, Re-thinking History

Marwick, The New Nature of History

McCullagh, The Truth of History

Munslow, The Routledge Companion to Historical Studies

Munslow, Deconstructing History

Rosenstone, Visions of the Past: the Challenge of Film to our idea of History
Tosh, The Pursuit of History

Tosh, Historians on History

Wilson, History in Crisis?: Recent Directions in Historiography

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:

None.
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STUDENT EVALUATION:
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

While evaluation procedures could vary, there will be a combination of assignments that test student understandings of
the key philosophical issues and approaches in academic history. Such written work could include summaries,
discussion papers, methodological reviews, and essays on historiographical issues. Written work that reflects the
practical procedures of “‘doing history” could include archival research assignments, research proposals, reviews of the
literature, bibliographic assignments, analytical outlines, and/or research papers. Student oral presentations of various
forms could be used to demonstrate both philosophical and methodological knowledge.

Specific course evaluation criteria might resemble the following:

Class Participation 15%
Discussion Paper 20%
Personal Reflection Presentation 5%
Oral History Research Project 35%
Final Exam 25%
COURSE CONTENT:

[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

Course content will reflect both enduring and current themes in historical philosophy, and will review the major
historical approaches, which could include the following:

e  Empiricism and Historicism

Marxist approaches

Psychohistory

Annales school

Historical sociology

Ethnohistory

Gender history

e  Oral History

e  Postcolonial perspectives

e  Poststructuralism and postmodernist history

Course content will also include an examination of the methods of historical enquiry, including research techniques,
interpretative methods, and the conventions of academic historical writing.



