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HIST 300     History  4 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 

Inside History: Theories and Perspectives on the Past 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

 
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course has two major objectives: to introduce students to the various philosophies that historians utilize to make 
sense of the past, as well as the kinds of methodologies that historians employ to explore the past; and to allow 
students to experience the 'doing' or 'making' of history, by examining the nature of historical evidence, and by 
applying this knowledge of philosophy, evidence, and historiography to selected methodological problems. 
 

 

PREREQUISITES: Nine credits of lower-level history or 45 university-level credits. Recommended for 
History majors and extended minors. 

COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:              
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 45 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 15 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 30  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Every second year  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: January 1994 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2012 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: February 2018 
(six years after  UEC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Dr. Alisa Webb  
Department Head: Robin Anderson   Date approved: November 1, 2011  
Supporting area consultation    Date of meeting: November 25, 2011  
Curriculum Committee chair: Tetsuomi Anzai   Date approved: January 20, 2012  
Dean/Associate VP: Dr. Jacqueline Nolte   Date approved: January 20, 2012  
Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval   Date of meeting: February 3, 2012  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• identify and understand the philosophies and methodologies of history, 
• outline the development of history as a discipline, 
• articulate current debates over historiography, 
• state their views clearly and concisely in seminar discussions and in writing. 
 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Teaching methods will include lectures, formal and informal class discussions on assigned readings and/or other 
materials, and audio-visual materials, including film. 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify):       
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: [Textbook selection varies by instructor. Examples for this course might be:] 

Davis, Natalie. The Return of Martin Guerre. Harvard University Press, 1983. 
Historians on History. Ed. John Tosh. Pearson Education, 2000. 
The Houses of History: A Critical Reader in 20th Century History and Theory. Selected and introduced by Anna Green 
and Kathleen 
Troup. New York University Press, 1999. 
Jordanova, Ludmilla. History in Practice. Arnold, 2000. 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

None 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: [An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Reflective Journal  20% 
Paper on sources  15% 
Perspective essay #1  15% 
Perspective essay #2  15% 
Perspective essay #3  15% 
Response Paper  10% 
Participation   10% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: [Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Week One: Course Introduction 
Week Two: The History of History; Empirical History 
Week Three: Historical Methodology; Marxist History 
Week Four: Freud and Psychohistory 
Week Five: The Annales School 
Week Six: Historical Sociology 
Week Seven: Anthropology and Ethnography 
Week Eight: Oral History 
Week Nine: Narrative Models 
Week Ten: Gender History 
Week Eleven: Post-Colonial History 
Week Twelve: Post-Modern/Post-Structural History 
Week Thirteen: History today 
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