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OFFICIAL UNDERGRADUATE COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 

 
Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department – see course syllabus available from instructor  
 

HIST 308     HISTORY  4 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 

European Culture and Ideas, 1400-1789 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

 
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course examines selected themes in the cultural and intellectual history of Early Modern Europe and asks what, 
how, and why Europeans thought the things they did in the years between 1400 and 1789. Themes may include 
popular culture, the witch craze, the Renaissance, Reformation, Scientific Revolution, and Enlightenment. 
 

 

PREREQUISITES: HIST 208 (formerly HIST 201) and either six additional credits of lower-level history or 42 
additional university-level credits. 

COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:              
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 30 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 30 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 30  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Every second year  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2006 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2010 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: January 2014 
(four years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Dr. Eric Davis  
Department Head: Robin Anderson   Date approved: November 3, 2009  
Supporting area consultation (Pre-UPAC)   Date of meeting: November 13, 2009  
Curriculum Committee chair:         Date approved: January 2010  
Dean/Associate VP: Dr. Jacqueline Nolte   Date approved: January 2010  
Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: January 29, 2010  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• Demonstrate a critical understanding of selected themes in the cultural and intellectual history of Early Modern 

Europe 
• Identify the major historiographical and methodological issues in cultural and intellectual history 
• Communicate in oral or written form an argument based on the analysis of historical evidence 

 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Methods will normally involve a combination of lectures, seminar discussions, and student presentations. 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify):       
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: [Textbook selection varies by instructor. Examples for this course might be:] 

Machiavelli, Niccoló The Prince. New York: Appleton-Century-Crofts, 1947. 
Ginzburg, Carlo The Cheese and the Worms: the Cosmos of a Sixteenth Century Miller. Baltimore: John Hopkins 
University Press, 1992. 
Descartes, Rene Discourse on Method and The Meditations. Harmondsworth: Penguin Books, 1968. 
Montesquieu, Charles de Secondat Persian Letters. Harmondsworth: Penguin Books, 1993 
Rousseau, Jean-Jacques Discourse on the Origin of Inequality. U.S.A.: Dover Publications, 2004. 
 
In addition, relevant secondary materials such as journal articles may be assigned each week. 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

N/A 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: [An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Book review    20% 
Outline and bibliography   10% 
Research paper    30% 
Final exam    30% 
Contribution to discussion  10% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: [Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Week 1:  (a) The Idea of Early Modern History 
 (b) Elite and Popular Culture: How do they have a history? 
Week 2:  Approaches to Cultural and Intellectual History 
Week 3:  The Renaissance and its Legacies 
Week 4:  The Reformation 
Week 5:  The Relationship Between Elite and Popular Culture 
Week 6:  A Scientific Revolution? 
Week 7:  Gender and Science 
Week 8:  Locke, Liberalism, and Capitalism 
Week 9:  The Enlightenment, Commercial Society, and Civic Republicanism 
Week 10:  Commerce and Culture, High and Low, I 
Week 11:  Commerce and Culture, High and Low, II 
Week 12:  Commerce and Culture, High and Low, III 
Week 13:  A Public Sphere? 
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