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HIST 309   History 4 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UCFV CREDITS 

Witches, Whores, and Midwives: Women in Early Modern Europe 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course examines women’s lives and experiences between the Renaissance and the French Revolution. The 
course is arranged topically rather than chronologically, with each week’s readings devoted to a certain aspect of 
women’s lives during the period. We will be examining the lives of women whose status, profession, or identity crosses 
gender and class boundaries, in order to understand their place in the patriarchal society of early modern Europe.  
Paradoxically, by focusing on marginal and/or extraordinary women, we can test accepted ideas about how all women 
lived, what they believed, and the extent of their contribution to the evolution of European society and culture from the 
sixteenth to the eighteenth centuries.  

Note: Students who have taken HIST 397C may not take this course for further credit. 
 

PREREQUISITES: HIST 208 (formerly HIST 201) and either six additional credits of lower-level history or 42 
additional university-level credits. 

COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces: HIST 397C        
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 30 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 30 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 36  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Every second year  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2008 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE:       
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: February 2012 
(four years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Dr. Adrianna Bakos  
Department Head: Robin Anderson   Date approved: November 27, 2007  
Supporting area consultation (UPACA1)   Date of meeting: December 7, 2007  
Curriculum Committee chair: Moira Gutteridge-Kloster   Date approved: January 18, 2008  
Dean/Associate VP: Dr. Eric Davis   Date approved: January 21, 2008  
Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: February 1, 2008  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• Discuss the current status of women’s history and its intersection with the history of gender 
• Trace the major trends and developments in women’s lives and experiences during the early modern period 
• Summarize and critique influential works in women’s history 
• Describe the shifting categories of gender and how they influenced social and political relationships 
• Communicate, in written form, a thesis about women in early modern Europe, based on primary sources 
  

METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Teaching methods will include a combination of lectures and seminar discussion. These will be complemented by 
videos and, if available, CD-ROM-based exercises. 
  
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
  

 Other (specify):       
  

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
  
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Judith Brown, Immodest Acts Oxford, England: Oxford University Press, 1986. 
Barbara Duden, The Woman Beneath the Skin Boston, MA: Harvard University Press, 1998. 
Brian Levack, The Witch-Hunt in Early Modern Europe Essex, England: Longman, 2006. 
Carole Levin, The Heart and Stomach of a King Philadelphia, PA: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1994. 
Londa Schiebinger, Nature’s Body East Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 2004. 
Merry Wiesner, Women and Gender in Early Modern Europe Cambridge, England: Cambridge University Press, 2000. 
  
Course readings also include articles accessed from on-line databases and/or included in a coursepack. 
  
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Critical book review  20% 
Paper outline and annotated bibliography  15% 
Research paper  25% 
Take home final exam  30% 
Class participation  10% 
  
COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Week 1 – Introduction: Do we really need “women’s history”? 
Week 2 – Feminism, Gender, and the Practice of History 
Week 3 – The “Querelle des femmes” 
Week 4 – Gender and Power in Practice – The Case of Elizabeth I 
Week 5 – Religion and the Impact of the Reformation 
Week 6 – Witchcraft (1): Background 
Week 7 – Witchcraft (2): Modern Approaches 
Week 8 – The World of Work 
Week 9 –  Women’s Health 
Week 10 – Sexuality and the Body 
Week 11 – The Power of Sex: Whores and Mistresses  
Week 12 – The “Unscientific Sex”: Women in the Scientific Revolution 
Week 13 – Coffee, Tea, or Me? – Women and the Enlightenment 
 


