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OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 

 
Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department and the material will vary 
- see course syllabus available from instructor 

  
FACULTY/DEPARTMENT: HISTORY 

HISTORY 310       4 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER       FORMER COURSE NUMBER     UCFV CREDITS 

Women and the Family in Western Europe, 1700 - 1920 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

An introduction to the history of women and the family in western Europe between 1700 and 1920 and related historiographical 
controversies and methodological problems.  The British and French experience will be compared with an emphasis on the former. 

 
PREREQUISITES: Nine units of lower-level history.  History 110 and 202 are strongly recommended. 
COREQUISITES:       

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO: 
(a) Replaces:              
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 
(b) Cannot take:       for further credit.       
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    LENGTH OF COURSE:       
Lectures: 45 Hrs  HOURS PER DAY:     
Seminar: 15 Hrs    
Laboratory:      Hrs    
Field Experience:      Hrs    
Student Directed Learning:      Hrs    
Other (Specify):            Hrs    
    

MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 35  
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS:       
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: January 1996 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE:       
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: January 2000 
(Four years after implementation date) (MONTH YEAR format) 

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:  
  
Course Designer(s):  Chairperson:  
 Jack Gaston        (Curriculum Committee) 
  
Department Head:  Dean:  
 Jack Gaston        
PAC Approval in Principle Date:       PAC Final Approval Date: May 3, 1995 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

1. To develop an understanding of the issues relating to the history of women and the family based upon a critical reading of primary 
and secondary texts. 

2. To examine some of the historiographical controversies surrounding gender and family history. 
3. To assess the use of theory in understanding gender and family history. 
 
METHODS: 

The course includes lectures, formal seminars, written papers, audio-visual material where appropriate and a final exam. 
 
PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check :)  Yes  No 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR: 

      
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 

[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 
 
Bonnie G. Smith, Changing Lives  (D.C. Heath  1989) 
S.G. Bell and K.M. Offen, Women, the Family and Freedom, Vol. I (Stanford Univ. Press, 1983). 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

      
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 

[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 
 
Seminar presentation and short paper  15 + 15 = 30% 
Term paper     30% 
Participation     10% 
Final exam     30% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 

[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 
 
History 310 is concerned with gender relations in the family context in Britain and France between 1700 and the early 1920’s, with a 
decided emphasis on the English experience. The focus will be on the life course of women and their families as they changed in 
relation to each other within and between generations.  These changes will be examined against a background of class differences and 
profound economic and social change as a result of industrialization.  A major theme of the course is women and the family cycle of 
courtship and marriage patterns, fertility strategies, childbirth and childrearing.  Another theme is women’s non-waged and waged work 
inside and outside the home and how it contributed to the economic transformations of the family from a producing household to a 
wage-earning unit to a consuming unit.  Other topics include the ideology and reality of separate spheres, Victorian sexuality, the diverse 
constructions of femininity down to the ‘new women’ of the early twentieth century and, finally, the meaning of feminism as feminists 
addressed such varied issues as education, domesticity, marriage and divorce, birth control, health care, women in the workforce and 
women’s suffrage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


