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OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 

 
Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department – see course syllabus available from instructor  
 

HIST 311    History 4 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UCFV CREDITS 

The Reformation 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course examines the varied religious and social “reformations” that shattered a unified Christendom during the 
course of the sixteenth century. We will analyze the ideas of, among others, Martin Luther, Jean Calvin, Ignatius 
Loyola, the Anabaptists, and the Puritans. Taking a roughly chronological approach, the course explores several broad 
themes, including: the role of women, the function and extent of religious violence, changes in the family, and the 
relationship between the Reformation and the changing concept of nationhood. 

 

PREREQUISITES: HIST 208 (formerly HIST 201) and either six additional credits of lower-level history or 42 
additional university-level credits. 

COREQUISITES:  
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:             
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 30 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 30 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 30  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Every second year  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2008 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2009 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: February 2012 
(four years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Dr. Adrianna Bakos  
Department Head: Robin Anderson   Date approved:   
Supporting area consultation (UPACA1)   Date of meeting:   
Curriculum Committee chair: Moira Gutteridge-Kloster   Date approved:   
Dean/Associate VP: Dr. Eric Davis   Date approved:   
Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: May 22, 2009  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• Recognize the major events and figures of the Reformation 
• Discuss the theological, social, and political bases of the conflict between Catholics and Protestants in the 

sixteenth century 
• Evaluate the role gender played in the formulation of Protestant ideology and Catholic response 
• Articulate the trends and debates surrounding modern historiography about the Reformation 
• Develop and communicate, in written form, an argument based on analysis of historical evidence  

 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Teaching methods will include a combination of lectures and seminar discussion. These will be complemented by 
videos and, where possible, interactive web-based materials. 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify):       
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Ulinka Rublack. Reformation Europe: New Approaches to European History. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
2005. 
Lyndal Roper. Holy Household. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1991. 
Steven Ozment. When Fathers Ruled. Boston: Harvard University Press, 1985. 
Carter Lindberg. The European Reformations Sourcebook. Basil Blackwell, 1999. 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Critical book review     15% 
Thesis outline and annotated bibliography  15% 
Research paper     25% 
Final exam      30% 
Class participation     15% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Week 1: Introduction – Trends in the Historiography of the Reformation 
Week 2:  The State of the Medieval Church 
Week 3:  Renaissance influences 
Week 4: Reform before the Reformation 
Week 5: Martin Luther: life and thought 
Week 6: England’s Break with Rome 
Week 7: The Radical Reformation: The Case of Mϋnster 
Week 8: The Second Wave: John Calvin and Ulrich Zwingli in Switzerland 
Week 9:  The French Religious Wars 
Week 10: The Catholic Reformation 
Week 11: Changes in Family Life 
Week 12: Gender and the Reformation 
Week 13: New Religious Directions in the 17th Century 
 


