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COURSE NAME/NUMBER FACULTY/DEPARTMENT UFV CREDITS
War and Society in the Modern West

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

This course examines the interrelationship between western society and war from the Renaissance to the present.
The influence of politics, economics, social stratification, and technology on the conduct of war will be emphasized
along with a reciprocal analysis of the effects of war on society. This kind of military history represents a change from
the traditional “great captains and campaigns” approach to a multifaceted analysis that puts warfare into the broader
spectrum of human activity.

PREREQUISITES: One of HIST 208 (formerly 201), HIST 209 (formerly 202), HIST 210 (formerly HIST
111), or the previously offered HIST 112; and either six additional credits of lower-level
history or 42 additional university-level credits.

COREQUISITES:

PRE or COREQUISITES:

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program)
(a) Replaces:

(b) Cross-listed with:

(c) Cannot take: for further credit.

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION:

STRUCTURE OF HOURS: Length of course:

Lectures: 30 Hrs Hours per day:

Seminar: 30 Hrs

Laboratory: Hrs OTHER:

Field experience: Hrs Maximum enrolment: 30

Student directed learning: Hrs Expected frequency of course offerings: Every second year
Other (specify): Hrs (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.)

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) []Yes [ ] No
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) []Yes X No
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: [ Yes X No

Course designer(s): Dr. Chris Leach

Department Head: Robin Anderson Date approved: November 2, 2010
Supporting area consultation (Pre-UPAC) Date of meeting: November 12, 2010
Curriculum Committee chair: John Carroll Date approved: January 14, 2011
Dean/Associate VP:  Dr. Jaqueline Nolte Date approved: January 14, 2011

Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval Date of meeting: January 28, 2011
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LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

¢ identify the form and function of military history as part of the broader study of the past and present;
relate social, political, economic, and technological change to the evolution of warfare;

evaluate the impact of war on society;

identify the origins and effects of militarism as a cultural phenomenon;

demonstrate analytical and communication skills — particularly in the written form — as applied to historical
methodology.

METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.)

Teaching methods will include use of lectures, seminar discussions, and audio-visual materials, including maps,
various types of still images, and film/video.

METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):

X Examination(s) [] Portfolio assessment L] Interview(s) ] Other (specify):

] PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: [Textbook selection varies by instructor. Examples for this course might be:]

Howard, Michael, War in European History (Revised Edition), Oxford, 2009.

Freedman, Lawrence (ed.), War, Oxford, 1994

Keegan, John. The Face of Battle, Penguin, 1976.

Townshend, Charles, The Oxford History of Modern War (Revised Edition), Oxford, 2006.
Bourke, Joanna, An Intimate History of Killing, Basic Books, 1999.

In addition, on-line articles could be assigned from the UFV library to review recent historiography.

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:

None

STUDENT EVALUATION: [An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

Book critique 20%
Annotated bibliography (for Historiography assignment) 5%

Historiographical essay (student selected readings) 30%
Final exam 25%
Presentation 10%
Oral contribution to class 10%

COURSE CONTENT: [Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

PART | The Organizational and Tactical Evolution of War in the Modern West

Week 1 Course Introduction

Week 2 What is military history? What is war, why is it important, and what are its causes in the modern era?
Week 3 The Military Revolution concept

Week 4 The later 18" and 19™ Centuries — Reason, Revolution and the Napoleonic Legacy in warfare

Week 5  War in the 20" Century |

Week 6  War in the 20" Century I

PART II Themes of War

Week 7 The Experience of Battle

Week 8 War and a Society fit to Kill

Week 9 The Military Establishment; Gender and War
Week 10  The Ethics of War

Week 11  Total War

Week 12  Strategy

Week 13 Low Intensity Warfare



