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HIST 316     History  4 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 

Violence and War in the West: A Cultural History 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

 
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course examines the place of state-condoned violence and war in western culture since ancient times. Students 
will be introduced to the discipline of cultural history and will consider how officially and socially accepted forms of 
violence and war helped to shape western culture in this chronological and thematic survey. Ancient combat sports, 
gladiatorial contests, medieval attitudes toward corporeal violence, literary and pictorial representations of warfare, 
and more recent presentations of war and violence in news media, commercial films, and games will all be examined 
in order to consider their place in the cultural context.   

 

PREREQUISITES: Nine credits of lower-level history or 45 university-level credits. 
COREQUISITES: None 
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:              
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 30 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 30 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 30  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Every second year  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2012 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE:  
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: December 2017 
(six years after UEC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Dr. Christopher Leach  
Department Head: Robin Anderson   Date approved: November 1, 2011  
Supporting area consultation (Pre-UPAC)   Date of meeting: November 25, 2011  
Curriculum Committee chair: Tetsuomi Anzai   Date approved: December 9, 2011  
Dean/Associate VP: Dr. Jacqueline Nolte   Date approved: December 9, 2011  
Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: December 16, 2011  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• Identify the form and function of cultural history as part of the broader study of the past and present. 
• Identify the way violence and war are integrated into cultural events and media forms. 
• Evaluate the impact of violence and war in culture on shaping and communicating the values of a society. 
• Evaluate the limitations imposed by the medium in communicating the nature of violence and war. 
• Apply analytical and communication skills - particularly in the written form - specific to historical methodology. 

 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Teaching methods will include lectures and seminar discussions. Audio-visual materials, including  various types of still 
images, and videos will be used. 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)    Other (specify):       
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: [Textbook selection varies by instructor. Examples for this course might be:] 

Survey Text: 
Van Creveld,Martin. The Culture of War. Ballantine Books, 2009 
 
Supplementary Texts:  
Poliakoff, Michael. Competition, Violence, and Culture: Combat Sports in the Ancient World. Yale University Press, 1987 
Dunkle, Roger. Gladiators: Violence and Spectacle in Ancient Rome. Longman, 2009 
Brown, Warren. Violence in Medieval Europe. Pearson, 2010 
Williams, David. Media , Memory, and the First World War. McGill-Queens University Press, 2010 
McLoughlin, Kate. Authoring War: Literary Representation of War from the Iliad to Iraq. Cambridge University Press, 
2011 
 
Additional on-line academic journal articles will supplement the texts above. 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

N/A 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: [An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Book review x 3      45% (15% each) 
Prospectus and primary source based term paper 25% (5% and 20%) 
Participation      10% 
Final exam      20% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: [Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Week 1: Introduction 
Week 2: What is cultural history?   
Week 3: Violent sports in ancient Greece  
Week 4: War in Greek literature and art 
Week 5: The arena and the place of the gladiator in Roman culture 
Week 6: Chivalry and the tournament in medieval Europe 
Week 7: Medieval violence and social order 
Week 8: War on exhibit: Battle painting and monuments  
Week 9: War reporting: the invention of news in the nineteenth century 
Week 10: Child culture, history and war 
Week 11: War memorials and literature: remembering the Great War  
Week 12: War movies since the Second World War  
Week 13: War toys and video gaming 
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