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HIST 320     History  4 

COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 
The Holocaust 

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 
 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course examines how the Nazi regime, along with its European collaborators, attempted to restructure Germany 
and Europe according to racial criteria that involved the relocation and murder of entire populations. The course 
examines this attack on civilians in the context of war, as the Nazi drive to “purify” the German race and expand its 
living space led the Nazi leadership to unleash a total war on their European neighbors. Due to the fact that the horrific 
campaign required the backing or at least silence of millions of ordinary Europeans, our discussion will involve the 
mindsets of perpetrators, bystanders, and beneficiaries. The course ends with a discussion of the ongoing 
commemoration of the Holocaust and the contemporary relevance of this event. 
 

 

PREREQUISITES: HIST 210 (formerly HIST 111), or the previously offered HIST 112 and either six 
additional credits of lower-level history or 42 additional university-level credits. 

COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:  

 

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:              

(b) Cross-listed with:              

(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

 

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 

STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       

Lectures: 40 Hrs  Hours per day:     

Seminar: 20 Hrs    

Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  

Field experience:  Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 30  

Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Every second year  

Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 1997 

COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2011 

COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: January 2017 
(six years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Bob Smith/Dr. Steven Schroeder  

Department Head: Robin Anderson   Date approved: November 2, 2010  

Supporting area consultation (Pre-UPAC)   Date of meeting: November 12, 2010  

Curriculum Committee chair: John Carroll   Date approved: January 14, 2011  

Dean/Associate VP: Dr. Jacqueline Nolte   Date approved: January 14, 2011  

Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: January 28, 2011  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

 Identify the major events and figures related to the Holocaust 

 Identify the principle themes and debates in scholarly discourse on the Holocaust  

 Demonstrate an understanding of the ideological, political, and personal components and decisions that 
factored significantly in the Holocaust 

 Demonstrate an understanding of the long-term impact of the Holocaust, including controversies of 
commemoration 

 Demonstrate an understanding of academic historical writing, including the appropriate use of primary and 
secondary sources 

 Communicate in oral form an argument based on analysis of historical evidence 

 

METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Teaching methods will include lectures, discussions, and the use of audio-visual materials. 
 

METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify):       
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       

 

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: [Textbook selection varies by instructor. Examples for this course might be:] 

Christopher Browning, Ordinary Men (1993). 
Viktor Frankl, Man’s Search for Meaning: An Introduction to Logotherapy (1985) 
Jan Gross, Neighbors (2001) 
Art Spiegelman, Maus: A Survivor’s Tale: Part I (1986) 
Course Pack          

 

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

None 

 

STUDENT EVALUATION: [An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Short papers   20%   
Map quiz    5%  
Mid-term test   10%  
Major paper         25%  
Final exam   25%    
Participation and presentation 15% 

 

COURSE CONTENT: [Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Week 1  Introduction  
Week 2  Weimar Republic, Adolf Hitler and the Rise of Nazism: Nazi Ideology (Part I)  
Week 3  Pre-War Life in Nazi Germany, and Nazi Ideology (Part II), 1933-1936  
Week 4  Drive to War and “Outsiders” Attacked, 1937-1939    
Week 5  Second World War: Atrocities in Poland and “Euthanasia” in Germany, 1939-1940 
Week 6  From Experimentation to Systematic Annihilation, 1941-1942  
Week 7  From Wannsee to Auschwitz, 1942 
Week 8  Life Amidst Death: The Camps    
Week 9  The Perpetrators of Genocide: Germans…and Other Europeans   
Week 10  The Christian Churches & Nazi Morality  
Week 11 Resistance Amidst Mass Murder and Total War, 1942-1944  
Week 12 End of World War Two: Aftermath of Genocide, Displaced Persons  
Week 13 Interpretations and Commemorations 
 


