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HIST 323     HISTORY  4 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 

History of Education in Canada 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

 
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course examines the history of schooling in Canada from the period of New France to the present day, with a 
particular focus on the formative period from the 1840s to World War Two. As well as outlining the emergence of the 
public school system and its institutional growth before and after 1867, this course looks at the social history of 
schooling through the experience of teachers, students, and parents. The course concentrates on the school 
experience in British Columbia and takes advantage of excellent primary and secondary web resources on the 
province’s education history to examine some special topics, including Aboriginal education; race, gender, and class 
in education; and public debates on the role of public schooling.   
Note: This course is also offered as HIST 323 and EDUC 323. Students may take only one of these for credit. 
 

 

PREREQUISITES: Nine credits of lower-level history or 45 university-level credits. Familiarity with the basic 
skills of historical inquiry is expected. 

COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:              
(b) Cross-listed with: EDUC 323        
(c) Cannot take: EDUC 323 for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 30 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 30 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 30  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Every second year  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2005 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2010 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: January 2014 
(four years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Robin Anderson   
Department Head: Robin Anderson   Date approved: November 3, 2009  
Supporting area consultation (Pre-UPAC)   Date of meeting: November 13, 2009  
Curriculum Committee chair:    Date approved: January 2010  
Dean/Associate VP: Dr. Jacqueline Nolte   Date approved: January 2010  
Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: January 29, 2010  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• know the key forces and events that shaped Canada’s educational history 
• recognize the major trends in academic historical writing on Canada’s education history 
• analyze primary and secondary materials in the field 
• write critical analyses within the conventions of academic historical writing 
• participate constructively in classroom discussion 

 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Teaching methods will include lectures, discussions, and the use of audio-visual materials.  
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify):         
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: [Textbook selection varies by instructor. Examples for this course might be:] 

Jean Barman and Mona Gleason, Children, Teachers and Schools in the History of British Columbia (Calgary: Detselig, 
2003) 
Paul Axelrod, The Promise of Schooling: Education in Canada, 1800-1914 (Toronto: U of Toronto P, 1997) 
Paul Axelrod and John G. Reid (eds), Youth, University and Canadian Society (Kingston: McGill-Queen’s UP, 1989) 
Coursepack of additional readings 
“The Homeroom”: British Columbia’s History of Education Web Site  (http://records.viu.ca/homeroom/) 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

N/A 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: [An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Seminar participation   15% 
Document analysis   20% 
Curriculum analysis   30% 
Group presentations   10% 
Final exam    25% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: [Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Week 1: Introduction and Approaches to Education History 
Week 2: Western Educational Tradition 
Week 3:  Emergence of Canadian Public Schooling in the 19th Century 
Week 4:  19th Century School Experience 
Week 5:  Politics of Education in Canada before World War One 
Week 6:  Progressive Education I: Theortical Goals 
Week 7:  Progressive Education II: Impact and Consequences  
Week 8:  Topics in Education History: First Nations’ Residential School Experience and Aboriginal Policies in 

Education 
Week 9:  Topics in Education History: ‘Race’ and Education 
Week 10:  Topics in Education History: Gender and Education 
Week 11:  Curriculum History I: Social Studies 
Week 12:  Curriculum History II: Physical and Technical Education 
Week 13:  Student Curricula History Presentations  
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