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HIST 327     History  4 

COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 
Settler-Indigenous Relations in New Zealand and Canada 

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 
 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course will examine the relationships between the Indigenous peoples of New Zealand and Canada and the 
Newcomers who came to live among them. Students will compare and contrast the experiences of Maori and First 
Nations, as well as those of the explorers, traders, missionaries, soldiers, and settlers on the other side of the 
exchange. The comparative framework will highlight how the global context of British and European colonial patterns 
interacted with local circumstances to shape Settler-Indigenous relations in each region. The course will cover the 
period from contact through the end of the twentieth century and will deal with issues like the impact of disease, 
warfare, trade and resource exploitation, settler ideology, land rights and usage, treaties, legislation and government 
policy, Indigenous resistance, accommodation, and politicisation. 
 

 

PREREQUISITES: Nine credits of lower-level history or 45 university-level credits. 
COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:  

 

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:              

(b) Cross-listed with:              

(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

 

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 

STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       

Lectures: 40 Hrs  Hours per day:     

Seminar: 20 Hrs    

Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  

Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 30  

Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Every second year  

Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2007 

COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2011 

COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: January 2017 
(six years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Dr. Scott Sheffield  

Department Head: Robin Anderson   Date approved: November 2, 2010  

Supporting area consultation (Pre-UPAC)   Date of meeting: November 12, 2010  

Curriculum Committee chair: John Carroll   Date approved: January 14, 2011  

Dean/Associate VP: Dr. Jacqueline Nolte   Date approved: January 14, 2011  

Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: January 28, 2011  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
 understand the potential and the pitfalls of comparative analysis; 

 evaluate the impact of colonialism on Indigenous societies; 

 identify strategies developed by Indigenous peoples and settler societies to manage their relationships with each other; 

 recognize the impact of settler-Indigenous relations in shaping the culture and society of Canada and New Zealand; 

 demonstrate analytical and communication skills. 
 

METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Teaching methods will include use of lectures, discussions, and audio-visual materials. 

 

METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment    Interview(s)   Other (specify):         

 

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: [Textbook selection varies by instructor. Examples for this course might be:] 

Giselle Byrnes, The Waitangi Tribunal and New Zealand History, Oxford University Press, 2004 
Linda Tuhiwai Smith, Decolonizing Methodologies: Research and Indigenous Peoples, Otago University Press, 1999 
Olive Patricia Dickason, A Concise History of Canada’s First Nations.-Oxford University Press,  2006 
Course Pack of Readings 
 

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

None 

 

STUDENT EVALUATION: [An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Seminar participation   10% 
Outline and annotated bibliography 20% 
Comparative essay   40% 
Final exam    30% 
 

COURSE CONTENT: [Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Week 1  Introduction to Comparative History / Geography Primer 
Week 2  Migration, Settlement, Culture, and Society 

 First Nations, + 30000 B.P to 15th Century 
 Maori, Circa 1000 to 17th Century 

Week 3  Contact Experience 
 Canada, 15th to 18th Centuries 
 New Zealand / Aotearoa, 18th to 19th Centuries 

Week 4  European Technology and Indigenous Warfare 
Week 5  Treaties 

 Imperial Background 
 Canada and the Practice of Treaty Signing, 18th to 20th Centuries 
 ‘The Treaty’ - The Treaty of Waitangi in New Zealand, 1840 

Week 6  Settlement and Colonial Expansion 
 British North America and the Settlement of the Canadian West, 1815-1914 
 Colonial Development in New Zealand, 1840-1914 

Week 7  Race and Settler Ideology 
Week 8  Resisting Encroachment 

 The First Nations and the Métis in the Canadian Prairies, 1870-85 
 The New Zealand Wars, 1860s-70s 

Week 9  Civilisation / Assimilation / Administration / Education 
 New Zealand 
 Canada 

Week 10  Cultural Survival, Resistance, and Politicisation 
 From Te Kooti to the Young Maori Party 1872-1939 
 Surviving Directed Civilisation in Canada, 1867-1939 

Week 11  The Second World War, the ‘Price of Citizenship’, and a Changing Relationship 
Week 12  Urbanisation, Marginalisation, and the Social Welfare State, 1945-69 
Week 13  Revival and Protest, 1970s-1980s 

 Treaty Claims, the Waitangi Tribunal and Contemporary Relationships 
 


