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HIST 329     HISTORY  4 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 

Canadian Family History 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

 
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course explores the changing make-up of the Canadian Family, from pre-settlement First Nations and their 
transformations to the future of the Canadian family. Key to this exploration is female fertility in Canada. Female 
fertility emerges out of the intersection of biological, ecological, economic, and cultural-historical factors, and in turn 
drives the culture in significant ways. The course also pays careful attention to the impact of social forces such as 
race, class, age, and religion in shaping hegemonic and resistant definitions of ‘family’ in Canada and how these have 
been reinforced and contested, through legal, discursive, and social arenas. Of particular concern are the impact of 
industrialization and the emergence of the Canadian welfare state as a system of family regulation and assimilation.  
 

 

PREREQUISITES: Nine credits of lower-level history or 45 university-level credits. Familiarity with the basic 
skills of historical inquiry is expected. 

COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:              
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 30 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 30 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 30  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Every second year  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 1995 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2010 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: January 2014 
(four years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Bonnie Huskins/Dr. Bruce Hiebert  
Department Head: Robin Anderson   Date approved: November 3, 2009  
Supporting area consultation (Pre-UPAC)   Date of meeting: November 13, 2009  
Curriculum Committee chair:         Date approved: January 2010  
Dean/Associate VP: Dr. Jacqueline Nolte   Date approved: January 2010  
Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: January 29, 2010  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• Think historically about the family. There is a widespread belief that the prevailing structure of the family has 

always been that of a “nuclear family.” HIST 329 seeks to debunk this myth by examining the changing nature 
and structure of the Canadian family. 

• Perceive the effects on the family of industrialization and the growth of the modern regulatory state. 
• Identify the interaction of cultural history with human biological, ecological, and economic behaviours in the 

Canadian context. 
• Work effectively with primary sources related to the family. 
• Improve critical thinking and writing skills. 

 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Seminar/lecture format with some audio/visual supplementation. Students will also visit an archives and engage in 
archival research. 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify): Essay   PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: [Textbook selection varies by instructor. Examples for this course might be:] 

Chambers, Lori, and Edgar-Andre Montigny, eds. Family Matters: Papers in Post-Confederation Canadian Family 
History. Toronto: Canadian Scholars Press, 1998. 
Noivo, Edite. Inside Ethnic Families: Three Generations of Portuguese Canadians. Montreal & Kingston: McGill-
Queen’s University Press, 1997. 
Adams, Mary Louise. The Trouble with Normal: Postwar Youth and the Making of Heterosexuality. Toronto: University 
of Toronto Press, 1997. 
History 329 Coursepack 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

N/A 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: [An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Major project   35% 
Document analysis  10% 
Readings analyses  15% 
Final exam   25% 
Class participation  15% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: [Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]  

Week 1 Family: a multi-dimensional historical perspective 
Week 2 Biological and cultural sources of family life 
Week 3 First Nations and Pre-Contact families, European contact and first settlement families 
Week 4 18th Century Rural Family Life 
Week 5 19th Century rural families, separate spheres, and women’s state 
Week 6 Emerging industrial masculinities and femininities 
Week 7 Gender and Family in transition 
Week 8 Minority and Immigrant families, and transformed Aboriginal families 
Week 9 Emerging welfare state and family life 
Week 10 War and Canadian Family Experience, Emerging Suburbs 
Week 11 Late 20th Century Pt. 1, Baby Boom: causes and events   
Week 12 Late 20th Century Pt. 2, Baby Boom: effects and future, 
Week 13 The future of the Canadian Family 
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