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HIST 331     History  4 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 

Rebels, Reformers, and Realists: British North America, 1837-1867 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

 
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course surveys key political developments in the history of British North America during the period 1837-1867.  
Focusing on some of the most influential figures, the course will consider the Rebellions of 1837-38, the union of the 
Canadas, issues and events affecting Aboriginal peoples, the transition to colonial self-government, and 
Confederation. An understanding of this era’s formative events can improve students’ grasp of current Canadian 
politics, and is especially valuable to those students who plan to be teachers. 

 

PREREQUISITES: Nine credits of lower-level history or 45 university-level credits. Familiarity with the basic  
skills of historical inquiry is expected. 

COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:  

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:              
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 45 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 15 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 30  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Every second year  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2011 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE:       
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: February 2017 
(six years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Dr. Barbara Messamore  
Department Head: Robin Anderson   Date approved: November 2, 2010  
Supporting area consultation (Pre-UPAC)   Date of meeting: November 12, 2010  
Curriculum Committee chair: John Carroll   Date approved: February 11, 2011  
Dean/Associate VP: Dr. Jacqueline Nolte   Date approved: February 11, 2011  
Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: February 25, 2011  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• Identify the major events and figures in British North America, 1837-1867.  
• Identify principal historiographical themes in this period.  
• Differentiate and use primary and secondary sources. 
• Communicate in oral and written form an argument based on analysis of historical evidence.   

 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Teaching methods will include lectures, discussions, in-class debates, and the use of audio-visual materials 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify):        PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Janet Ajzenstat and Gerald M. Craig, eds. Lord Durham’s Report. New Edition. Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queen’s 
University Press, 2006.  
Primary source material from Early Canadiana Online and other sources. 
A selection of articles and book excerpts available via UFV Library Reserves.  
Dictionary of Canadian Biography online.  
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

None 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Précis         10% 
Essay proposal                   10% 
Short essay on the Durham Report   15% 
Debate                                          10% 
Discussion contribution and preparation                20% 
Essay       20% 
Final exam      15% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Week 1 Introduction 
Week 2 Political Culture in British North America 
Week 3 Rebels: the Rebellions of 1837 
Week 4  Durham’s Mission 
Week 5  Renewed Rebellion, 1838 
Week 6  Reformers: The Durham Report and its context 
Week 7  The Union of the Canadas 
Week 8  The Hinge of the Imperial Relationship 
Week 9  Colonial Self-Government 
Week 10  Religion and Republicans: the growth of Canada West, Protestant-Catholic sectarianism, and Annexationism  
Week 11  Realists: Political machinations in the United Canadas  
Week 12  Three Weddings and a Divorce: A Pragmatic Confederation 
Week 13  Ideology and Confederation. 
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