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COURSE NAME/NUMBER FACULTY/DEPARTMENT UFV CREDITS
African Slavery in the Americas

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

This course explores the development of the Atlantic slave trade and the history of African slavery in the Americas. It
takes a broad view, examining the institution of slavery over four centuries, while considering the diverse experiences
of slaves in the hemisphere’s distinct colonies and early nation—states. Topics may include the impact of slavery on
African polities; the formation of Afro-American societies and cultures; the perspectives of both slaves and slave
owners; the genesis of new identities and ideologies regarding race, class, and gender; the mechanisms used to keep
slaves under control and the forms of resistance they practiced; and the struggle to achieve personal freedom and
abolition.

PREREQUISITES: Nine credits of lower-level history or 45 university-level credits. Familiarity with the basic
skills of historical inquiry is expected.

COREQUISITES:

PRE or COREQUISITES:

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program)
(&) Replaces:

(b) Cross-listed with:

(c) Cannot take: for further credit.
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION:
STRUCTURE OF HOURS: Length of course:
Lectures: 30 Hrs Hours per day:
Seminar: 30 Hrs
Laboratory: Hrs OTHER:
Field experience: Hrs Maximum enrolment: 30
Student directed learning: Hrs Expected frequency of course offerings:
Every second year
Other (specify): Hrs (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.)
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) [] Yes ] No
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) X Yes [1No
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: [] Yes X No

Course designer(s): Dr. Geoffrey Spurling

Department Head: Robin Anderson Date approved: November 3, 2009
Supporting area consultation (Pre-UPAC) Date of meeting: November 13, 2009
Curriculum Committee chair: Date approved: January 2010
Dean/Associate VP: Dr. Jacqueline Nolte Date approved: January 2010

Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval Date of meeting: January 29, 2010
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LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

assess the analytical perspectives used in the study of slavery

define the major historical developments of the Atlantic slave trade and of African slavery in the Americas
assess and evaluate the socio-cultural, economic, and political impacts of African slavery

evaluate the complex role of the church

analyze the creation of new identities and assess the perspectives of both slaves and slaveholders
define mechanisms of control and forms of resistance

define and analyze the abolitionist struggle

clearly communicate their ideas, both in writing and in class discussions

critically examine primary and secondary sources

METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.)

Each week will be split between a lecture and a seminar discussion, the latter focusing on the analysis of the required
readings (a range of primary and secondary sources). Audio-visual materials, including music and films, will be
incorporated into the class.

METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):

X] Examination(s) [] Portfolio assessment L] Interview(s)
[] Other (specify):

[] PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:]

Conrad, Robert E., ed. Children of God's Fire: A Documentary History of Black Slavery in Brazil. University Park (PA):
Penn State University Press, 1994.

Gates, Jr., Henry Louis, ed. The Classic Slave Narratives. New York: Signet Classic, 2002.

Klein, Herbert S. The Atlantic Slave Trade. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999.

Rose, Willie Lee, ed. A Documentary History of Slavery in North America. Athens (GA): University of Georgia Press,

1999.
History 358 Coursepack, including selections from additional primary sources, as well as from David Brion Davis,
Inhuman Bondage: The Rise and Fall of Slavery in the New World (Oxford University Press, 2006).

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:
N/A

STUDENT EVALUATION:
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

Paper 1 (analysis of selected primary sources in

Conrad, Children of God’s Fire) 25%
Paper 2 (analysis of slave narratives) 35%
Participation in seminar discussions 15%

Final exam 25%
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COURSE CONTENT:
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

Week 1 Introduction to the course

Week 2 Analytical and Comparative Perspectives / The Origins of Slavery and the Atlantic Slave Trade / African
Slavery and Racism

Week 3  The European and African Organization of the Slave Trade / The Atlantic World / Impact on African
Societies

Week 4  The Middle Passage / The Historical Development of African Slavery in Latin America and the Caribbean
Week 5 Rural and Urban Slavery in Latin America / The Genesis of Afro-American Societies and Cultures

Week 6 Domination, Resistance, and Rebellion

Week 7  Slavery, the Catholic Church, and Afro-American Religions / Race Relations

Week 8  Abolition of the Atlantic Slave Trade and Slavery in Latin America

Week 9  Servitude and Slavery in the North American Colonies and the West Indies (17th and 18th centuries) /
Slavery and the U.S. War of Independence / Manumission and Free Afro-Americans

Week 10 Gender, Family, Work, Master-Slave Relations, and the Law
Week 11 Religion and Culture / Everyday Forms of Resistance

Week 12 Plots and Rebellions / The Abolition Struggle / The Amistad Affair / The Fugitive Slave Law, the
Underground Railroad, and Life in Canada

Week 13 Dred Scott, Harper’s Ferry, Civil War, and Emancipation / Analysis of Slave Narratives / Slavery’s Legacies /
Concluding Comments
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