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COURSE NAME/NUMBER FACULTY/DEPARTMENT UFV CREDITS
The United States since 1945

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

This course will examine the American experience abroad and at home since World War Il. It will explore, among
other themes, America’s rise to superpower status and the role that it played in international affairs during the Cold
War; the domestic impact of foreign policy, including nuclear testing and anti-communism; the economic
achievements, limitations, and cultural manifestations of the postwar “Affluent Society”; the shaping of a postwar
liberal “consensus” and its critics; and the rise of a powerful conservative majority since the mid-1960s.

PREREQUISITES: HIST 242 or HIST 243 and either six additional credits of lower-level history or 42
university-level credits.

COREQUISITES:

PRE or COREQUISITES:

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program)
(@) Replaces:

(b) Cross-listed with:

(c) Cannot take: for further credit.

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION:

STRUCTURE OF HOURS: Length of course:

Lectures: 40 Hrs Hours per day:

Seminar: 20 Hrs

Laboratory: Hrs OTHER:

Field experience: Hrs Maximum enrolment: 30

Student directed learning: Hrs Expected frequency of course offerings: Every second year
Other (specify): Hrs (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.)

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) []Yes [JNo
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) [ Yes X No
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: []Yes X No

Course designer(s): Dr. Sylvie Murray/Bob Smith

Department Head: Robin Anderson Date approved: November 2, 2010
Supporting area consultation (Pre-UPAC) Date of meeting: November 12, 2010
Curriculum Committee chair: John Carroll Date approved: January 14, 2011
Dean/Associate VP: Dr. Jacqueline Nolte Date approved: January 14, 2011

Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval Date of meeting: January 28, 2011
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LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
e identify some of the major issues relevant to post-1945 US history, including:
o US foreign intervention since World War Il;
o the impact that US foreign policy has had on domestic developments since 1945;
o the nature of the postwar economic prosperity and its limitations;
o the attempts to challenge the postwar liberal consensus (from the left and the right) and their relative
success or failure;
e demonstrate an understanding of some of the key historical debates in the field;
explain the meaning of relevant primary sources in their historical contexts;
communicate in written form an argument based on analysis of historical evidence.

METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.)

Teaching methods will include lectures, discussions, and the use of audio-visual-material.

METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):

X Examination(s) [] Portfolio assessment L] Interview(s)
] Other (specify):

] PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: [Textbook selection varies by instructor. Examples for this course might be:]

William H. Chafe. The Unfinished Journey: America since World War Il, 6th ed. New York: Oxford University Press,
2007.

Coursepack (select articles, essays, and primary documents).

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:

None

STUDENT EVALUATION: [An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

Reports on assigned readings (2 x 15%) 30%
Research paper:
- thesis statement and annotated bibliography  10%

- paper (10-12 pages) 25%
Final exam 25%
Learning journal 10%

COURSE CONTENT: [Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

Week 1 Introduction

Week 2 Dreams of a better world: Henry Luce’s “American Century” (1941) and Henry Wallace’s “Century of the
Common Man” (1942)

Week 3 The G.I. Bill of Rights and domestic reform in the immediate postwar period

Week 4 Rise to superpower status: the early Cold War years

Week 5 Domestic impact of the Cold War I: Nuclear testing

Week 6 Domestic impact of the Cold War II: Anti-communism

Week 7 The "Affluent Society" and its critics

Week 8 “Strategies of Containment”: From Korea to Vietham

Week 9 Crisis at home I: Civil rights and Great Society reforms.

Week 10 Crisis at home IlI: Student, Anti-War, and Feminist Movements

Week 11 Turn to the Right

Week 12  America's new wars abroad and at home

Week 13  Conclusion and review for the final exam



