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CATALOGUE DESCRIPTION:   An examination of Americans' contested visions of their national 
identity and culture in the 20th century.  Among the problems explored are: Is there such a thing as a 
"dominant" culture or an "American character"? What impact did the rise of mass culture, the 
development of a bureaucratic state, the Great Depression and the Cold War have on American culture? 
How to reconcile the search for a unitary national identity and the respect for cultural diversity. 
  
 
COURSE PREREQUISITES:   History 241 and/or 242 
  
 
COURSE COREQUISITES:    History 300 
  
 
HOURS PER TERM Lecture  45 hrs Student Directed 
FOR EACH Laboratory  hrs  Learning  hrs 
STUDENT Seminar 15 hrs Other - specify: 
 Field Experience  hrs                                hrs 
      TOTAL 60 HRS 
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COURSES FOR WHICH THIS IS A    RELATED COURSES 
PREREQUISITE: 

 
 

  
 
MAXIMUM STUDENT ENROLMENT:  30 
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS   (List reading resources elsewhere) 
 
TEXTS: Crowley, Terry, ed. Clio's Craft. A Primer of Historical Methods (Toronto, 1988)  

Burke, Peter, ed. New Perspectives on Historical Writing (Pennsylvania, 1991) 
 
 
 
OBJECTIVES: 
 
1. To familiarize students with the philosophies and methodologies of history. 
2. To improve students' reasoning, writing and oral skills through archival and written assignments. 
 
 
METHODS: 
 
Lectures, seminars and assignments.    
 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION PROCEDURE: 
 

Class participation  20%  
Archival lab assignment 10% 
Methodological problem 15% 
Proposals     5% (2 x 2.5%) 
Historiography project  30% 
Final exam    20% 

 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
 
Week 1: Introduction 
Week 2: Philosophers: From the Enlightenment to the 19th Century 

Selections from Fritz Stern ed. Varieties of History, on reserve. 
Week 3: Philosophy in the 20th Century: Annales, "la nouvelle histoire" 

Readings: Terry Crowley ed. "Introduction", Clio's Craft 
Peter Burke "Overture: the New History, its Past and its Future", in New 
Perspectives on Historical Writing 
M. Harsgor "Total History: the Annales School", Journal of 
Contemporary History 13 (1978), 1-13, on reserve. 

Week 4: Historical understanding, causation, and probability 
Readings: William H. Dray Philosophy of History, Chapters 2-4 
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COURSE CONTENT: (cont'd) 
 
Week 5: An introduction to historical evidence: types, uses and interpretations 

Readings: Problems of acquisition, usage and interpretation: Charles Percy Stacy 
"Fables and Foibles: History and the Human Animal", Clio's Craft 
Oscar Handlin "Using Historical Sources", Clio's Craft 

Types of Evidence: 
Russell G. Hann "Oral History", Clio's Craft 
Peter Robertson "More than Meets the Eye", Clio's Craft 
Roy Porter "History of the Body", New Perspectives 

Week 6: Archival/library lab assignment 
Week 7: The 'narrative' vs. the 'social science' approach: quantitative and qualitative history 

Readings: W.L. Morton "The Art of the Narrative", Clio's Craft 
Peter Burke "History of Events and the Revival of Narrative", New 
Perspectives 

Social Science Approach:  
Ian Winchester"History, Scientific History, and Physics", Clio's Craft 
Chad Gaffield "Theory and Method in Canadian Historical Demography", Clio's 
Craft 

Week 8: "History from below" and feminist history 
Readings: 
History from below: 

Jim Sharpe "History from Below", New Perspectives 
Bryan D. Palmer "Marxist History and the Canadian Working Class", Clio's 
Craft 

Feminist history: 
Ruth Pierson and Alison Prentice "Feminism and the Writing and Teaching of 
History", Clio's Craft 

Week 9: Cross/interdisciplinary approaches I: economic history, ethnohistory, psychobiography, 
intellectual history, and cultural history 

Readings: Thomas Flanagan "Problems of Psychobiography", Clio's Craft 
Bruce Trigger "Ethnohistory: Problems and Prospects", Clio's Craft 
A.B. McKillop "Historiography and Intellectual History", Clio's Craft 

Week 10: Cross/interdisciplinary approaches II: sociology and history, anthropology and history, 
and literature and history 

Readings:  
Literature and history: 

J.S. Allen "History and the Novel", History and Theory, 22, 1983, 233-52, on 
reserve 
J.V. Fleming "Historians and the evidence of Literature", Journal of 
Interdisciplinary history 4, 1973, 95-105, on reserve 
P.O. Klaus "Women in the Mirror: Using Novels to Study Victorian Women", in 
B. Kanner ed. The Women of England, on reserve 
Robert Darnton "History of Reading", New Perspectives 
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COURSE CONTENT: (cont'd) 
 
 
Week 11: Methodological problems from Canada and Europe: "Battle of Long Sault" and "The 

Dynamics of the Crowd in History" 
Readings: 
Battle of Long Sault: Section 5 from Clio's Craft 
The Crowd in History:  

E.P. Thompson "Moral Economy of the English Crowd in the 18th Century", Past 
and Present, 50, 1971, 76-136, on reserve 
Natalie Zemon Davis "The Rites of Violence: Religious Riot in 16th Century 
France", in Society and Culture in Early Modern France, on reserve 
Suzanne Desan "Crowds, Community and Ritual in the Work of E.P. Thompson 
and Natalie Davis", in Lynn Hunt ed. The New Cultural History, on reserve 

Week 12: Methodological problem: the return of Martin Guerre 
Readings: Robert Finlay and Natalie Davis in "AHR Forum" of the American 

Historical Review, June 1988, pp. 553-603, on reserve 
Robert A. Rosenstone "History in Images/History in Word: Reflections on 
the Possibilities of Really Putting History onto Film", "AHR Forum", 
American Historical Review, December 1988, on reserve 

Week 13: Easter Monday 
Week 14: Exam 
 
 
 
 
 


