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Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department – see course syllabus available from instructor  
 

HIST 391  History  4 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 

Late Imperial and Revolutionary Russia,1860-1945 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

 
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course explores the major trends in the history of Russia/the Soviet Union from the era of the Great Reforms in 
1860s until the end of the Second World War. The course examines the interrelationship between war, reform, and 
revolution under the late Tsarist and early Soviet regimes, while placing Russia’s domestic and foreign policies within 
the greater context of modern European history. The profound internal and global impact of the 1917 Revolution is 
assessed against such persisting features of Russian historical experience as centralization of state, messianic 
character of Russian foreign doctrine, and a national idea based on the notion of the uniqueness of Russian 
civilization. 
 
Note: Students who have taken HIST 397D may not take this course for further credit. 

 

PREREQUISITES One of HIST 208 (formerly HIST 201), HIST 209 (formerly HIST 202), HIST 210 (formerly 
HIST 111), or the previously offered HIST 112; and either six additional credits of lower-
level history or 42 additional university-level credits. 

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces: HIST 397D        
(b) Cross-listed with:         
(c) Cannot take: HIST 397D for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:  
Lectures: 30 Hrs  Hours per day:  
Seminar: 30 Hrs    
Laboratory:  Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:  Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 30  
Student directed learning:  Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Every second year  
Other (specify):   Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 

Course designer(s): Larissa Horne/Dr. Chris Leach 
Department Head: Robin Anderson   Date approved: November 3, 2009 
Supporting area consultation (Pre-UPAC)   Date of meeting: November 20, 2009 
Curriculum Committee chair:         Date approved: January 2010 
Dean/Associate VP: Dr. Jacqueline Nolte    Date approved: January 2010 
Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: January 29, 2010 
   

 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2010 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE:  
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: January 2014 
(four years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

• Identify the major events and participants in the history of Russia/the Soviet Union in 1860-1945, and their 
importance in the context of European and world history 

• Analyze the major themes related to Russia’s complex transition from the late imperial period to a 
revolutionary era 

• Clearly communicate their ideas, both in writing and in class discussions 
• Critically examine primary and secondary sources 

 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Teaching methods will include lectures, seminar discussions/debates, examinations and written assignments, guest 
lectures and field trips. Relevant audio/visual materials will also be used. 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)    Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify): research paper  PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: [Textbook selection varies by instructor. Examples for this course might be:] 

David Saunders, Russia in the Age of Reaction and Reform, 1801-1881. (Longman, 1992). 
Orlando Figes, A People’s Tragedy. The Russian Revolution, 1891-1924. (Pimlico, 1997). 
Ronald Grigor Suny, The Soviet Experiment: Russia, the USSR, and the Successor States. (Oxford University Press, 
2003). 
Course Pack of primary documents and articles. 
  
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

N/A 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: [An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Book analysis     15% 
Primary source reflection   15% (3 x 5) 
Research proposal and annotated bibliography 5% 
Research paper     30% 
Final exam     25% 
Participation     10% 

 
COURSE CONTENT: [Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Week 1:  Introduction: Essential features of Russian history; historiography and sources. 
Week 2:  Reforms, reaction and revolutionary movements in the first half of 19th century: The reigns of Alexander I 

and Nicholas I. 
Week 3:  Alexander II - the “Liberator”:  Achievements and limitations of the Great Reforms; post-Crimean foreign 

policy. 
Week 4:  Counter reforms and the emergence of the police state: domestic and foreign policies of Alexander III. 
Week 5:  Industrialization and semi-constitutionalism during Nicholas II’s reign; 1905 Revolution; Russia in WWI. 
Week 6:  The February 1917 revolution and the end of the Romanov rule. 
Week 7:  The October 1917 insurrection: Bolshevik takeover. 
Week 8:  Consolidation of the Soviet state, 1918-1923; Civil War, Intervention and the founding of the Soviet Union. 
Week 9:  The making of the Soviet system:  Lenin’s legacy, Stalin’s path to power, “socialism in one country.” 
Week 10:  NEP society: economic maneuvering and socio-cultural experimentation in 1921-1928. 
Week 11:  Stalinist revolution: Collectivization, industrialization, cultural revolution, and mass repressions.  
Week 12:  USSR in the Second World War, 1941-1945: Totalitarian state and a total war; emergence of a communist 

superpower. 
Week 13:  Review: Continuity and change in Russian society under the Tsars and Commissar 
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