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Note: The University reserves the right to amend course outlines as needed without notice. 
 

Course Code and Number: HIST 391 Number of Credits: 4 Course credit policy (105) 

Course Full Title: Late Imperial and Revolutionary Russia,1860-1945 

Course Short Title: Russia 1860-1945 

Faculty: Faculty of Humanities Department/School: History 

Calendar Description:  

Examines the interrelation between war, reforms, and revolution in the Russian Empire and the Soviet Union from the middle of the 
19th century to the end of World War II, focusing on the topics of centralization of the state, messianic character of its foreign policy, 
and evolution of its national idea before and after the historic 1917 revolution. 

 

 

Prerequisites (or NONE):  9 credits of lower-level history or 45 university-level credits. 

Corequisites (if applicable, or NONE):        

Pre/corequisites (if applicable, or NONE):        

Antirequisite Courses (Cannot be taken for additional credit.) 

Former course code/number: HIST 397D 

Cross-listed with:       

Equivalent course(s): HIST 397D 

(If offered in the previous five years, antirequisite course(s) will be 
included in the calendar description as a note that students with credit 
for the antirequisite course(s) cannot take this course for further credit.) 

Course Details 

Special Topics course: No 

(If yes, the course will be offered under different letter 
designations representing different topics.)  

Directed Study course: No 

(See policy 207 for more information.) 

Grading System: Letter grades 

Delivery Mode: May be offered in multiple delivery modes 

Expected frequency: Every other year 

Maximum enrolment (for information only): 30 

Typical Structure of Instructional Hours 

Lecture/seminar 60 

   

        

        

        

Total hours 60 
 

Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) 

PLAR is available for this course. 

      

Transfer Credit (See bctransferguide.ca.) 

Transfer credit already exists: Yes 

Submit outline for (re)articulation: No  

(If yes, fill in transfer credit form.) 

Scheduled Laboratory Hours 

Labs to be scheduled independent of lecture hours: No 

Department approval Date of meeting:  October 28, 2024 

Faculty Council approval Date of meeting:  January 17, 2025 

Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval Date of meeting:  March 28, 2025 
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Learning Outcomes (These should contribute to students’ ability to meet program outcomes and thus Institutional Learning Outcomes.) 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

• Identify key components in Russian and Soviet history between 1860 and 1945. 

• Analyze the correlation between foreign and domestic policies, social unrest and economic reforms, and wars and revolutions. 

• Articulate historical debates on the subject. 

• Engage in class discussions in a collaborative, inclusive and respectful manner.  

• Demonstrate in-depth knowledge of the importance of context, evidence, perspective, and research in the study of history. 

• Work with multiple sources, both primary and secondary. 

• Create historical content for diverse audiences. 
 

Recommended Evaluation Methods and Weighting (Evaluation should align to learning outcomes.) 

Final exam:  25% Assignments: 30% Project: 35% 

Holistic assessment: 10%   %   % 

Details: 

• Assignments: critical book review (10%); primary document analysis reflections (2 x 5%); reflection on an in-class debate 
(5%); team-based seminar co-facilitation (5%) 

• Project: research essay proposal (5%); research essay (30%) 

• Holistic assessment (10%): students will produce a skills-based self-assessment according to given criteria, including 
analytical thinking, teamwork, active listening, and engagement 

 

NOTE: The following sections may vary by instructor. Please see course syllabus available from the instructor. 

Typical Instructional Methods (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Teaching methods will include lectures, seminar discussions/debates, examinations and written assignments, guest lectures and field 
trips. Relevant audio/visual materials will also be used. 

Texts and Resource Materials (Include online resources and Indigenous knowledge sources. Open Educational Resources (OER) 
should be included whenever possible. If more space is required, use the Supplemental Texts and Resource Materials form.) 

 Type Author or description  Title and publication/access details Year 

1. Textbook Suny, R. G. The Soviet Experiment: Russia, the USSR, and the Successor States 2010 

2. Other       Select primary documents and articles: an online resource 2015-2024 

3.                    
 

Required Additional Supplies and Materials (Software, hardware, tools, specialized clothing, etc.) 

None 
 

Course Content and Topics 

• Introduction: essential features of Russian history; historiography and sources 

• Reforms, reaction, and revolutionary movements in the first half of 19th century 

• Achievements and limitations of the Great Reforms 

• Counter reforms and the emergence of the police state 

• Industrialization and semi-constitutionalism during Nicholas II’s reign; 1905 Revolution; Russia in WWI 

• The February 1917 revolution and the end of the Romanov rule 

• The October 1917 insurrection: Bolshevik takeover 

• Consolidation of the Soviet state, 1918-1923 

• The making of the Soviet system: Lenin’s legacy, Stalin’s path to power, “socialism in one country”  

• NEP society: economic maneuvering and socio-cultural experimentation in 1921-1928 

• Stalinist revolution: collectivization, industrialization, cultural revolution, and mass repressions 

• USSR in the Second World War, 1941-1945: Totalitarian state and a total war; emergence of a communist superpower 

• Review: continuity and change in Russian society under the Tsars and Commissars 
 
 

 

https://open.bccampus.ca/
https://www.ufv.ca/media/assets/senate/uec/resources/Supplemental-Texts-and-Resource-Materials-Form.docx

