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HIST 393 History 4

COURSE NAME/NUMBER FACULTY/DEPARTMENT UFV CREDITS
Mennonite Experience in Russia 1780-1980

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

This course examines the Mennonite experience in Russia from the late 1700s to the final emigration in the 1980s. The course will
explore the interaction of an ethno-cultural and religious group with a host culture that first welcomed, then resisted, and finally
rejected Mennonite communities. Specific foci of the course will include Mennonite non-resistance and Russification; Mennonite
transitions from a peasant to a highly developed rural economy; religious transformations; the collapse and destruction of
Mennonite ways of life under Communism; and the impact of this destruction on the global Mennonite diaspora.

PREREQUISITES: Nine credits of lower-level history or 45 university-level credits. Familiarity with the basic skills of
historical inquiry is expected.

COREQUISITES:

PRE or COREQUISITES:

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program)
(&) Replaces:

(b) Cross-listed with:

(c) Cannot take: for further credit.

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION:

STRUCTURE OF HOURS: Length of course:

Lectures: 45 Hrs Hours per day:

Seminar: 15 Hrs

Laboratory: Hrs OTHER:

Field experience: Hrs Maximum enrolment: 30

Student directed learning: Hrs Expected frequency of course offerings: Every second year
Other (specify): Hrs (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.)

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) [] Yes ] No
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) X Yes [1No
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: [1Yes X] No

Course designer(s): Dr. Bruce Hiebert/Dr. Steven Schroeder

Department Head: Robin Anderson Date approved: March 2, 2010
Supporting area consultation (Pre-UPAC) Date of meeting: April 16, 2010
Curriculum Committee chair: Dr. John Carroll Date approved: May 7, 2010
Dean/Associate VP: Dr. Jacqueline Nolte Date approved: May 7, 2010

Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval Date of meeting: May 21, 2010
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LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
e Recognize major events in the migration and settlement of Mennonites in Russia
Identify key themes in Mennonite theology that shape Mennonite existence in Russia
Evaluate the interaction between Mennonite ethno-cultural traditions and Russian life
Understand the impact of war and revolution on Mennonite self-understandings and experience
Understand approaches to religious and ethno-cultural history
Evaluate primary sources through close reading of ethno-religious texts
Communicate in written form an analysis of ethno-cultural history based on historical evidence.

METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.)

Teaching methods will include a combination of lectures and seminar discussion. These will be complemented by
videos and, where possible, interactive web-based materials.

METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):

X] Examination(s) [] Portfolio assessment L] Interview(s)
[] Other (specify): [] PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: [Textbook selection varies by instructor. Examples for this course might be:]

James Urry. None But Saints. Hyperion Press.
John Friesen, ed. Mennonites in Russia. CMBC Publications.

David Rempel & Cornelia Carlson. A Mennonite Family in Tsarist Russia and the Soviet Union, 1789-1923. University of -
Press.

David Rempel. The Mennonite Colonies in New Russia. Stanford University Press.
Course pack

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:
N/A

STUDENT EVALUATION: [An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

Participation: 10%
Critical reading reports: 20%
Research exercise: 10%
Major project proposal with bibliography: 5%

Major project: 35%
Final exam: 20%

COURSE CONTENT: [Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

Week 1 Introduction to the course, Historical Study of Religion & ethno-cultural history
Week 2 Mennonite Origins, Persecution & Migration, Prussian experience
Week 3 Chortiza colony and early settlement

Week 4 Molotschna colony and expansion

Week 5 Village life and institutions

Week 6 Mennonites and Czars: Transformation and migration

Week 7 Accommodation, division & renewal

Week 8 The golden years 1880-1914

Week 9War & Revolution 1914-17

Week 10 Terror & Diaspora 1917-1929

Week 11 Soviet Russia, the Gulags & the struggle for survival

Week 12 World War Il and the second Diaspora

Week 13 Flight & resettlement, Canada, Paraguay, and Germany



	OFFICIAL UNDERGRADUATE COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION

