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Note: The University reserves the right to amend course outlines as needed without notice. 
 

Course Code and Number: HIST 400 Number of Credits: 4 Course credit policy (105) 

Course Full Title: The Philosophy and Methodologies of History: Learning and Doing History   

Course Short Title: Learning & Doing History 

Faculty: Faculty of Humanities Department/School: History 

Calendar Description:  

Explores the philosophical basis and methods that inform the production of historical knowledge in academic and non-academic 
contexts. Students will consider how the discipline constructs, reconstructs, or deconstructs the past and will develop the skills to 
explain the past in innovative and inclusive ways.   

 

Prerequisites (or NONE):  9 credits of lower-level history and any 300-level history course. 

Corequisites (if applicable, or NONE):        

Pre/corequisites (if applicable, or NONE):        

Antirequisite Courses (Cannot be taken for additional credit.) 

Former course code/number: HIST 300 

Cross-listed with:       

Equivalent course(s): 

(If offered in the previous five years, antirequisite course(s) will be 
included in the calendar description as a note that students with credit 
for the antirequisite course(s) cannot take this course for further credit.) 

Course Details 

Special Topics course: No 

(If yes, the course will be offered under different letter 
designations representing different topics.)  

Directed Study course: No 

(See policy 207 for more information.) 

Grading System: Letter grades 

Delivery Mode: May be offered in multiple delivery modes 

Expected frequency: Every other year 

Maximum enrolment (for information only): 20 

Typical Structure of Instructional Hours 

Lecture/seminar 60 

  

       

       

       

Total hours 60 
 

Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) 

PLAR is available for this course. 

      

Transfer Credit (See bctransferguide.ca.) 

Transfer credit already exists: No 

Submit outline for (re)articulation: No  

(If yes, fill in transfer credit form.) 

Scheduled Laboratory Hours 

Labs to be scheduled independent of lecture hours: No 

Department approval Date of meeting:  October 28, 2024 

Faculty Council approval Date of meeting:  January 17, 2025 

Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval Date of meeting:  March 28, 2025 
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Learning Outcomes (These should contribute to students’ ability to meet program outcomes and thus Institutional Learning Outcomes.) 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

1. Critically reflect on the idea of history and the meanings of studying history. 
2. Articulate the importance of place-based history and ways of being and their implications for history education. 
3. Debate the politics of heritage and commemoration in regional and global contexts. 
4. Articulate the intricate relationship between identity, historical narratives, and forms of power. 
5. Build a nuanced and informed basis to decolonize historical thinking. 
6. Articulate a critical analysis of a historical theme. 
7. Express complex ideas though conversation, essay writing, storytelling or other media such as video and art. 
8. Articulate the importance of context, evidence, perspective, and research in the study of history.  

 

Recommended Evaluation Methods and Weighting (Evaluation should align to learning outcomes.) 

Assignments:  90%   %   % 

Holistic assessment: 10%        %        % 

Details: 

• Holistic assessment (10%): contribution to in-class activity assessed on weekly basis 

• Assignments: opening reflective essay (5%); seminar leadership (10%); analysis of a historical representation or 
commemoration (20%); literature review (25%); project (30%)  

  

NOTE: The following sections may vary by instructor. Please see course syllabus available from the instructor. 

Typical Instructional Methods (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Teaching methods will include lectures, formal and informal seminar discussions on assigned readings and/or other materials, and 
audio-visual materials, including film. 

Texts and Resource Materials (Include online resources and Indigenous knowledge sources. Open Educational Resources (OER) 
should be included whenever possible. If more space is required, use the Supplemental Texts and Resource Materials form.) 

 Type Author or description  Title and publication/access details Year 

1. Book  A.Clark and C. L. Peck eds.  Contemplating Historical Consciousness (Berghahn Books) 2019 

2. Article 
M. Grever and Robbert-Jan 
Adiaansen 

“Historical Consciousness: the Enigma of Different 
Paradigms,” Journal of Curriculum Studies 51/6 

2019 

3. Book A.Fausto and M. Heckenberger, eds.  
Time and Memory in Indigenous Amazonia (University of 
Florida Press) 

2007 

4. Book J. Butler and E. Weed, eds.  
Questions of Gender: Joan W. Scott’s Critical Feminism 
(Indiana University Pres) 

2011 

5. Book B. J. Denison, ed. 
History, Time, Meaning, and Memory: Ideas for the Sociology 
of Religion (Brill) 

2011 

 

Required Additional Supplies and Materials (Software, hardware, tools, specialized clothing, etc.) 

None 
 

Course Content and Topics 

• Historical consciousness  

• Heritage and history 

• Place, experience, and historical knowledge  

• Narrative and controversies  

• Curation, speaking, silencing 

• Time and temporality 

• Evidence and understanding  

• Explaining and narrating 

• Sociological perspectives  

• Gender and agency  

• Human, nature, world 

• Future and AI 
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