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CATALOGUE DESCRIPTION:   An examination of political philosophies in their social and economic 
context. The experience of Britain as that of continental Europe will be included. Students will be 
required to read from contemporary sources, in translation where necessary.  
  
 
COURSE PREREQUISITES:   History 111/112, or 201/202, or instructor's permission 
  
 
COURSE COREQUISITES:     
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 Field Experience  hrs                                hrs 
      TOTAL 45 HRS 
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COURSES FOR WHICH THIS IS A    RELATED COURSES 
PREREQUISITE: 

 
 

  
 
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS   (List reading resources elsewhere) 
 
TEXTS:  
 
Edmund Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France
Mary Wollstonecraft, Vindication of the Rights of Women 
Mary Shelley, Frankenstein
Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America
John Stuart Mill, Autobiography of John Stuart Mill
Karl Marx, Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts
Marx and Engels, The Communist Manifesto
Friedrich Nietzsche, On the Advantages and Disadvantages of History for Life
Andre Gide, The Immoralist
Sigmund Freud, Civilization and its Discontents
 
 
 
OBJECTIVES: 
 
Student should: 
1. read widely so as to familiarize themselves with the people and events of the era, as well as the 

related historiography  
2. improve their writing skills 
3. articulate and defend their arguments, as well as critique the ideas of others 
 
 
METHODS: 
 
The above objectives will be achieved in the following ways: 
1. the course has a seminar format for a maximum enrollment of 20 students. 
2. minor and major written papers will be assigned. 
 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION PROCEDURE: 
 
10 two-page Reflections 40% 
Participation    30% 
Essay (12-15 pages)  30% 
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COURSE CONTENT
 
This course will examine the new ideologies and "isms" of the nineteenth century (liberalism, 
conservatism, socialism, romanticism, feminism, and modernism) as attempts to make sense of the 
radically changed world produced by the French and Industrial Revolutions. This world altered or 
produced new conceptions of the relationship between liberty and authority, the individual and the 
community, men and women, the present and the past. Hence, class discussions will centre on the 
following questions: was private or public existence considered the highest value in human life? Could the 
public and private realms be reconciled and how did the line between them shift over the course of the 
century? Did individual liberation from old ties and constraints mean freedom or isolation? How could 
one reconcile the pursuit of self-interest with the common good, the private individual with the citizen? 
Was a collective identity possible and where did it lie — with one's class, gender, race, or nation? Finally, 
why did Marx find the answer to these questions in the study of history, Freud in the study of the psyche? 
 
As all students will be expected to contribute to class discussions, very close reading of the required 
materials must be completed prior to each session. Assignments also include short reflections on each of 
the texts listed and a final essay.   
 


