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HIST 408    HISTORY  4 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 

Liberty and Authority in 19th-Century Thought 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

 
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course examines the new ideologies and "isms" of the nineteenth century (liberalism, conservatism, socialism, 
romanticism, feminism, and modernism) as attempts to make sense of the radically changed world produced by the 
French and Industrial Revolutions. It will examine how this world produced new conceptions of the relationship 
between liberty and authority, the individual and the community, men and women, the present and the past. (Seminar) 
 

 

PREREQUISITES: Nine credits of lower-level history and one 300-level history course. HIST 209 (formerly 
HIST 202) or HIST 210 (formerly HIST 111) are recommended. 

COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:              
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 15 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 45 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 20  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Every second year  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: May 1995 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2010 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: January 2014 
(four years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Dr. Eric Davis/Dr, Alisa Webb  
Department Head: Robin Anderson   Date approved: November 3, 2009  
Supporting area consultation (Pre-UPAC)   Date of meeting: November 13, 2009  
Curriculum Committee chair:    Date approved: January 2010  
Dean/Associate VP: Dr. Jacqueline Nolte   Date approved: January 2010  
Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: January 29, 2010  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

1) Identify the central themes and concerns of key 19th century authors. 
2) Identify the features and ideas of liberalism, conservatism, socialism, romanticism, feminism, and modernism. 
3) Debate the issues of liberty and authority in 19th century thought. 
4) Demonstrate an understanding of the issues surrounding intellectual history. 
5) Communicate in oral and written form an argument based on analysis of historical evidence. 

 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Teaching methods will include student presentations, seminars and discussions, introductory lectures, and audio-visual 
materials. 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
  

 Other (specify):         PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: [Textbook selection varies by instructor. Examples for this course might be:] 

Collection of pre-19th century documents for context 
Edmund Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France (selections)  
Mary Wollstonecraft, Vindication of the Rights of Woman (selections)  
Mary Shelley, Frankenstein  
Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America  
John Stuart Mill, Autobiography of John Stuart Mill (selections)  
John Stuart Mill, On Liberty (selections) 
Marx and Engels, The Communist Manifesto 
Karl Marx, The German Ideology (selections) 
Friedrich Nietzsche, The Advantages and Disadvantages of History for Life 
Andre Gide, The Immoralist  
Sigmund Freud, Civilization and its Discontents  
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 
N/A 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: [An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

7 reflections      35% 
Oral presentation     15% 
Research proposal and annotated bibliography             10% 
Essay       25% 
Participation      15% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: [Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Week 1: Course Introduction 
Week 2: Precursors to 19th Century Thought (Various selections) 
Week 3: Reactions to Revolution and the Emergence of Feminism and Romanticism (Bourke and Wollstonecraft) 
Week 4: Liberated Individual/Divided Self: Citizenship, Authority, and the Problematic Nature of Romanticism (Shelley) 
Week 5: The Democratic Revolution: Liberty vs Equality (Tocqueville) 
Week 6: Liberty and Authority in Mass Democracies (Mill) 
Week 7: German Idealism and its Critics  
Week 8:  Proletarian Alienation and Communism (Marx and Engels) 
Week 9:  From History to Psychology: The Birth of Modernism 
Week 10: Towards Modernism (Nietzsche) 
Week 11: The Psychological Self and Sexual Liberation (Gide) 
Week 12: Research and paper day 
Week 13:  From Liberty to Neurosis: The Opposition Between Civilization and the Psychological Self (Freud) 
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