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HIST 412 History 4

COURSE NAME/NUMBER FACULTY/DEPARTMENT UFV CREDITS
Louis XIV and His Court at Versailles

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

This course explores the personal and political dynamics of court society at Versailles during the reign of Louis XIV
(1643-1715). We will pursue a two-pronged approach, exploring the intricacies of court life against a backdrop of
larger political events across France and Europe. By examining such topics as patronage, consumption, ritual and
display, the course will consider the extent to which ancien régime absolutism was perfected in the halls of Versailles.
Through an in-depth exploration of Louis XIV's court, that quintessential example of absolutism at work, students will
gain insight into one of the most important socio-political institutions of early modern Europe.

PREREQUISITES: HIST 208 (formerly HIST 201), six additional credits of lower-level history and
one 300-level history course.

COREQUISITES:

PRE or COREQUISITES:

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program)
(&) Replaces:

(b) Cross-listed with:

(c) Cannot take: for further credit.

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION:

STRUCTURE OF HOURS: Length of course:

Lectures: 15 Hrs Hours per day:

Seminar: 45 Hrs

Laboratory: Hrs OTHER:

Field experience: Hrs Maximum enrolment: 20

Student directed learning: Hrs Expected frequency of course offerings: Every other year
Other (specify): Hrs (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.)

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) []Yes 1 No
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) []Yes X No
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: []Yes X No

Course designer(s): Dr. Adrianna Bakos

Department Head: Robin Anderson Date approved: November 25, 2008
Supporting area consultation (UPACA1) Date of meeting: December 5, 2008
Curriculum Committee chair: Moira Gutteridge-Kloster Date approved: January 16, 2009
Dean/Associate VP: Dr. Eric Davis Date approved: January 22, 2009

Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval Date of meeting: February 27, 2009
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LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
e Recount the major events and identify the most important political, religious, and cultural figures during the
reign of Louis XIV
e Analyze the complex interaction of patronage, display, and ritual that defined court life at Versailles
e Evaluate the role gender plays in the articulation of ideals of kingship and authority in ancien régime France
e Develop and communicate, in written form, an argument based on analysis of historical evidence

METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.)

Teaching methods will include a combination of lectures, seminar discussion, and use of relevant audio/visual materials

METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):

X] Examination(s) [] Portfolio assessment L] Interview(s)

L] Other (specify):
[] PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:]

Peter Burke, The Fabrication of Louis XIV (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1994).
Norbert Elias, The Court Society (New York, NY: Pantheon Books, 1983).

Nancy Mitford, The Sun King (New York, NY: Penguin, 1995).

Orest Ranum, The Fronde (New York, NY: W. W. Norton and Co., 1993).

Duc de Saint-Simon, Memoirs (Warwick, NY: 1500 Books LLC, 2007).

Tony Spawforth, Versailles: The Biography of a Palace (St. Martin’s Press, 2008).

STUDENT EVALUATION:

[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

Critical book review 20%
Large research project:
e Oral presentation 15%
e Thesis outline and annotated bibliography 20%
e Final paper (12-15 pages) 35%
Class participation 10%

COURSE CONTENT:
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

Week 1:  Introduction — What is Court Culture?

Week 2:  Setting the Stage: The Fronde

Week 3:  The Sacred and the State

Week 4:  Building the Stage: The Construction of Versailles
Week 5:  Choosing the Players: The Creation of Courtiers
Week 6:  The Politics of Display

Week 7:  The Function of Feasting

Week 8: The Sinews of Power: Patronage and Gift-giving
Week 9:  Court Sexuality: Mistresses and Favourites
Week 10: The Court and Consumption

Week 11: Viewing Versailles from the Provinces

Week 12: Warfare and the Pursuit of Glory

Week 13: The Curtain Falls



