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Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department – see course syllabus available from instructor  
 

HIST 418   HISTORY  4 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 

The Great War, 1914-1918 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

 
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course examines the origins and course of the Great War. Students will consider the diplomatic, military, 
economic, and social causes of the war. Subsequently, the fighting war will be analyzed both on the Western and 
Eastern fronts and those fronts opened all around the world on land, sea, and in the air. The impact of this long war on 
the home front will be considered in terms of its social, economic, and political repercussions. Most importantly, 
students will be exposed to the historical debates and a variety of sources used to understand the events. Finally, the 
Great War will be positioned in a context that emphasizes its crucial role in ending the 19th century and arguably 
preparing the way for an even greater war, later in the century. (Seminar) 
 

 

PREREQUISITES: HIST 210 (formerly HIST 111), six additional credits of lower-level history, and one 300-
level history course. 

COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:              
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 15 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 45 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 20  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Every second year  
Other (specify): Consultation       Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2004 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2010 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: January 2014 
(four years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Dr. Chris Leach  
Department Head: Robin Anderson   Date approved: November 3, 2009  
Supporting area consultation (Pre-UPAC)   Date of meeting: November 13, 2009  
Curriculum Committee chair:    Date approved: January 2010  
Dean/Associate VP: Dr. Jacqueline Nolte   Date approved: January 2010  
Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: January 29, 2010  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
1. Identify the form and function of military history as part of the broader study of the past and present. 
2. Relate social, political, economic, and technological change to the evolution of warfare as experienced in the 

Great War. 
3. Evaluate the impact of war on society. 
4. Identify the major issues debated by historians and identify their arguments presented in the historiography 
5. Develop analytical and communication skills - particularly in the written form - as applied to historical methodology. 

 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Teaching methods will include some introductory lectures and the use of audio-visual materials.  Most of the class time 
will be dedicated to student based seminar discussions and presentations focused on the historiography of the subject. 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify):         PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: [Textbook selection varies by instructor. Examples for this course might be:] 

Survey text and Document Reader: 
Brose, Eric Dorn.  A History of the Great War.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010. 
Shevin-Coetzee, Marilyn and Frans Coetzee (eds.). World War I and European Society. Lexington, MA: D.C. Heath, 
1995. 
Memoirs: 
Barbusse, Henri. Under Fire: The Story of a Squad. New York: Penguin, 2003 (1916). 
Graves, Robert.  Goodbye to All That.  New York: Penguin, 1960 (1929). 
Junger, Ernst. Storm of Steel.  New York: Howard Fertig, 1995 (1919) 
Cultural impact: 
Fussell, Paul. The Great War in Modern Memory.  Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1975. 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

N/A 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: [An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Memoir book analysis  25% 
Historiography paper  25% 
Presentation and term paper 30% (5% and 25%) 
Participation/Journal   20% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: [Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

 Week 1: Course Introduction 
Week 2: The Great War – an overview of the timeline and the historiography of WWI  
Week 3: The origins of WWI to stalemate: the July Crisis and the initial offensives 
Week 4: Trench warfare 
Week 5: Solutions to stalemate I -- Great Battles: Verdun and the Somme, breakthrough or attrition? 
Week 6: Solutions to the stalemate II: new fronts and innovation  
 Week 7: The effects of the long war on soldiers; discipline, psychology, and crimes  
Week 8: Total war at home: morale and propaganda 
Week 9:  Total war, race, citizenship, and the state 
Week 10: Gender identities: women at the front, men at home 
Week 11: Age and gender identities: home front 
Week 12:  Peace and the war in history 
Week 13: Memory; the cultural response to WWI  
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