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Course Code and Number: HIST 418 Number of Credits: 4 Course credit policy (105) 

Course Full Title: The Great War, 1914-1918 

Course Short Title: The Great War 1914-1918 

Faculty: Faculty of Humanities Department/School: History 

Calendar Description:  

Students examine the origins and course of the Great War and its place in modern memory. Students will consider the military, 
diplomatic, economic, and socio-cultural aspects of the war, on the fronts and at home, with particular emphasis on the historiographical 
debates. 

Prerequisites (or NONE):  9 credits of lower-level history and any 300-level history course. 

Corequisites (if applicable, or NONE):        

Pre/corequisites (if applicable, or NONE):        

Antirequisite Courses (Cannot be taken for additional credit.) 

Former course code/number:  

Cross-listed with:       

Equivalent course(s): 

(If offered in the previous five years, antirequisite course(s) will be 
included in the calendar description as a note that students with credit 
for the antirequisite course(s) cannot take this course for further credit.) 

Course Details 

Special Topics course: No 

(If yes, the course will be offered under different letter 
designations representing different topics.)  

Directed Study course: No 

(See policy 207 for more information.) 

Grading System: Letter grades 

Delivery Mode: May be offered in multiple delivery modes 

Expected frequency: Every other year 

Maximum enrolment (for information only): 20 

Typical Structure of Instructional Hours 

Lecture/seminar 60 

  

       

       

       

Total hours 60 
 

Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) 

PLAR is available for this course. 

      

Transfer Credit (See bctransferguide.ca.) 

Transfer credit already exists: Yes 

Submit outline for (re)articulation: No  

(If yes, fill in transfer credit form.) 

Scheduled Laboratory Hours 

Labs to be scheduled independent of lecture hours: No 

Department approval Date of meeting:  October 28, 2024 

Faculty Council approval Date of meeting:  January 17, 2025 

Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval Date of meeting:  March 28, 2025 
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Learning Outcomes (These should contribute to students’ ability to meet program outcomes and thus Institutional Learning Outcomes.) 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

1. Analyze key themes in the history of the Great War, 1914-1918, including its origins and conduct, on the battle fronts and at 
home.  

2. Debate themes and issues related to the history in question.  
3. Present arguments and ideas in formal and informal settings.   
4. Lead discussions based on assigned readings.   
5. Analyze historiographical debates on the subject.  
6. Explain the importance of context, evidence, perspective, and research in the study of history.  
7. Use primary and secondary sources. 
8. Produce work appropriate to diverse audiences. 

 

Recommended Evaluation Methods and Weighting (Evaluation should align to learning outcomes.) 

Holistic assessment:  45% Final exam: 25% Assignments: 30% 

  %        %        % 

Details: 

• Holistic assessment: presentation and discussion facilitation (15%); reading reflections (15%); participation (15%) (e.g. in-
depth discussion of assigned readings) 

• Assignments: term paper proposal (10%); term paper (20%) 
 

NOTE: The following sections may vary by instructor. Please see course syllabus available from the instructor. 

Typical Instructional Methods (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Teaching methods will include some introductory lectures and the use of audio-visual materials. Most of the class time will be dedicated 
to student-based seminar discussions and presentations focused on the historiography of the subject. 

Texts and Resource Materials (Include online resources and Indigenous knowledge sources. Open Educational Resources (OER) 
should be included whenever possible. If more space is required, use the Supplemental Texts and Resource Materials form.) 

 Type Author or description  Title and publication/access details Year 

1. Textbook  Strachan, Hew The Oxford History of the Great War, New ed. 2016 

2. Textbook Brose, Eric Dorn A History of the Great War. 2010 

3. Other Memoirs 

Barbusse, Henri. Under Fire: The Story of a Squad. New York: Penguin, 2003 (1916) 

Graves, Robert.  Goodbye to All That.  New York: Penguin, 1960 (1929) 

Junger, Ernst. Storm of Steel.  New York: Howard Fertig, 1995 (1919) 

Barthas, Louis. Poilu: The World War I Notebooks of Corporal Louis Barthas, 1914-
1918. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2014 

 

4.         

5.                    
 

Required Additional Supplies and Materials (Software, hardware, tools, specialized clothing, etc.) 

None 
 

Course Content and Topics 

• Introduction: the Great War – an overview of the timeline and the historiography of WWI  

• The origins of WWI to stalemate: the July Crisis and the initial offensives  

• Strategy and tactics: trench warfare and the Eastern Front 

• Solutions to stalemate I: Great Battles: Verdun and the Somme, breakthrough or attrition?  

• Strategy and tactics II: solutions to the stalemate?   

• Total war, hunger games, and home front economics 

• Gender in the First World War  

• The world at war: a global perspective  

• The question of race and minorities; from antisemitism to the Armenian genocide  

• Politics and revolutions, 1916-1918 

• Peace! What peace? The end of world war 

• Memory and legacies 
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