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COURSE NAME/NUMBER FACULTY/DEPARTMENT UFV CREDITS

Dictators and Diplomats: European Diplomacy and Crisis Between the World Wars

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

This course examines the international relations between European states from the end of the Great War to the
beginning of the Second World War. This period witnessed the conflict between the illusionary hopes of the democratic
victors of the Great War and the revisionist ambitions of the dictators Mussolini, Stalin, Franco, and Hitler. In a context of
repeated economic crises, heightened social expectations, and political discord, European statesmen pursued often
divergent foreign policies that seemed to lead inescapably to war. When British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain
raised his “piece of paper” and proclaimed that a lasting peace had been established in September, 1938, it was the
last gasp of an illusion that the Great War had been the “war to end all wars”.

Note: Students with credit for HIST 317 cannot take this course for further credit.

PREREQUISITES: HIST 210, six additional credits of lower-level history, and one 300-level history course.
COREQUISITES: None

PRE or COREQUISITES:

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program)
(&) Replaces: HIST 317

(b) Cross-listed with:

(c) Cannot take: for further credit.

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION:

STRUCTURE OF HOURS: Length of course:

Lectures: 15 Hrs Hours per day:

Seminar: 45 Hrs

Laboratory: Hrs OTHER:

Field experience: Hrs Maximum enrolment: 20

Student directed learning: Hrs Expected frequency of course offerings: Every second year
Other (specify): Hrs (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.)

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) [ Yes [ 1No
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) [ Yes X No
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: [ Yes X No

Course designer(s): Dr. Christopher Leach

Department Head: Robin Anderson Date approved: November 1, 2011
Supporting area consultation (Pre-UEC) Date of meeting: November 25, 2011
Curriculum Committee chair: Tetsuomi Anzai Date approved: December 9, 2011
Dean/Associate VP: Dr. Jacqueline Nolte Date approved: December 9, 2011

Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval Date of meeting: December 16, 2011
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LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

¢ Identify the form and function of diplomatic history as part of the broader study of the past and present.
Relate social, political, economic, and technological change to the diplomatic crises of the inter-war period.
Evaluate the impact of war on society and its effect on diplomacy.
Identify the relationship between ideology and foreign policy.
Demonstrate analytical and communication skills - particularly in the written form - as applied to historical
methodology.

METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.)

Teaching methods will include use of lectures, but will emphasize seminar discussions usually led by assigned students.
Audio-visual materials, including maps, various types of still images, and video documentaries will be used.

METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):
X Examination(s) [ Portfolio assessment [ Interview(s) ] Other (specify):

1 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: [Textbook selection varies by instructor. Examples for this course might be:]

Course texts reflect both the narrative content and historical methodology of HIST 419.

Survey Texts -- One of the following:

Kitchen, Martin. Europe Between The Wars. (2nd Edition) Harlow: Pearson Longman, 2006.

Document Reader:

Adamthwaite, Anthony. The Making Of The Second World War. London: Unwin Hyman, 1977.
Supplementary Texts:

Boemeke, Manfred, Gerald Feldman, and Elizabeth Glaser-Schmidt (eds.). The Treaty Of Versailles: A Reassessment
After 75 Years Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1998.

MacMillan, Margaret. Paris 1919. New York: Random House, 2002.

McDonough, Frank. Hitler, Chamberlain, and Appeasement. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002.
Overy, Richard, 1939 Countdown to War. London: Allen Lane, 2009.

Additional articles from academic journals will supplement weekly readings.

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:

None

STUDENT EVALUATION: [An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

Document analysis 15%

Book review X 2 40% (20% each)
Prospectus and term paper 35% (5% and 30%)
Participation 10%

COURSE CONTENT: [Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

Week 1 Introduction

Week 2 Diplomatic history: methods and the European context

Week 3 The Paris Peace Conference and the Treaty of Versailles

Week 4 France and the search for security: The Franco-Belgian Military Accord and inter-war relations with Central Europe
Week 5 Weimar Germany: The Ruhr Crisis, Gustav Stresemann and the spirit of Locarno
Week 6 The Spanish Civil War and the problem of intervention

Week 7 Mussolini: Italy and the quest for power

Week 8 International Disarmament and the failure of the League of Nations

Week 9 Hitler's revisionism: the challenge of German rearmament and Anschluss

Week 10 British foreign policy: the origins of appeasement

Week 11 Chamberlain’s Appeasement: The Munich Crisis

Week 12 Soviet Russia: Stalin’s Foreign Policy and the Nazi-Soviet Pact

Week 13 The last days of peace: Prague, Poland, and WWII
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