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Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department – see course syllabus available from instructor  
 

HIST 419   History  4 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 

Tyranny, Demise, and Legacies: European Dictatorships of the 20th Century 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

 
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

Considering a number of dictatorships in 20th-century Europe, including the regimes of Benito Mussolini, Joseph Stalin, and Adolf 
Hitler, this course investigates the historical context for the creation and sustenance of these repressive regimes. Ideology, 
propaganda, consensus, pragmatism, coercion, and force all worked together to snuff out liberal democracy and to advance idealism, 
defined differently in each respective context. The inherent violence in these utopian visions resulted in systems of terror, which led to 
conflict and war, and massive loss of life. These disasters played a central role in the demise and collapse of the respective 
dictatorships, and eventually led to the first steps towards democratization. 

Note: Students with credit for HIST 317 cannot take HIST 419 for further credit.         
 

 
PREREQUISITES: HIST 210, six additional credits of lower-level history, and one 300-level history course. 
COREQUISITES: None 
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces: HIST 317, HIST 499K        
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take: HIST 317, HIST 499K for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 15 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 45 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 20  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Every second year  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: January 2007 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: May 2014 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: May 2020 
(six years after UEC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Dr. Christopher Leach and Dr. Steven Schroeder  
Department Head: Dr. Alisa Webb   Date approved: October 3, 2013  
Campus-Wide Consultation (CWC)   Date of meeting: October 11, 2013  
Curriculum Committee chair: Amanda McCormick   Date approved: November 8, 2013  
Dean/Associate VP: Dr. Jacqueline Nolte   Date approved: November 8, 2013  
Undergraduate  Education Committee (UEC) approval   Date of meeting: November 22, 2013  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• Identify the form and function of political history and ideology as part of the broader study of the past and present.  
• Relate social, political, economic, and technological change to the development of totalitarian regimes in Europe. 
• Evaluate the impact of ideology, the police state, and war and their impacts on the individual, domestic politics, and 

international relations. 
• Identify the relationship between ideology and individual decisions and foreign policy as it relates to the period in question.  
• Apply analytical and communication skills - particularly in the written form - specific to historical methodology.  

 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Teaching methods will include some use of lectures, but will emphasize seminar discussions usually led by assigned students. Audio-
visual materials, including maps, various types of still images, and video documentaries will be used. 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)   Other (specify):       
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: [Textbook selection varies by instructor. Examples for this course might be:] 

Survey Texts:  
 
Kitchen, Martin. Europe Between The Wars. (2nd Edition) Harlow: Pearson Longman, 2006.  
 
Fitzpatrick & Geyer (eds.), Beyond Totalitarianism: Stalinism and Nazism Compared, 2009 
Additional articles from academic journals will supplement weekly readings. 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

 
STUDENT EVALUATION: [An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Presentation of research  15%  
Reading analyses   20% 
Primary source analyses  20%  
Prospectus and term paper  35% (5% and 30%)  
Participation    10%  
 
COURSE CONTENT: [Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Week 1 Introduction  
Week 2 Defining Dictatorship: Political and diplomatic history in the European context 
Week 3 Education, Religion, and Propaganda 
Week 4 Inclusion and Exclusion 
Week 5 The Paris Peace Conference: Democracies, peace, and security and the revisionist challenge 
Week 6 Italy: Great War victor? The rise of Mussolini and fascism 
Week 7 Weimer Germany and the failure of democracy 
Week 8 Hitler’s Germany 
Week 9 Russian Revolution and the Bolshevik state 
Week 10 Joseph Stalin: Rise and consolidation 
Week 11  Eastern Europe under Dictatorship: Czechoslovakia and the German Democratic Republic 
Week 12 The Collapse of European Dictatorships 
Week 13 Democratization, Legacies of Dictatorship, and Lingering Despotism 
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