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Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department – see course syllabus available from instructor  
 

HIST 420     History  4 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 

World War II 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

 
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course examines the causes and narrative of World War II as a global conflict.  Selected topics will be used to 
reveal the nature of the war and the historical debates that endeavor to understand it.  In general, these topics include 
the role of ideology and institutions in shaping the decisions made by political and military leaders; the impact of 
technology on the organization and conduct of warfare; the soldier’s experience of combat; and the economic, political 
and social problems of mobilizing resources for the conduct of total war.   
 

 

PREREQUISITES: HIST 210 (formerly HIST 111) or the previously offered HIST 112, six additional credits 
of lower-level history, and one 300-level history course. 

COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:         
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 15 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 45 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 20  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Every second year  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: January 2004 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2012 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: February 2018 
(six years after  UEC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Dr. Christopher Leach  
Department Head: Robin Anderson   Date approved: November 1, 2011  
Supporting area consultation    Date of meeting: November 25, 2011  
Curriculum Committee chair: Tetsuomi Anzai   Date approved: January 20, 2012  
Dean/Associate VP: Dr. Jacqueline Nolte   Date approved: January 20, 2012  
Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval   Date of meeting: February 3, 2012  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• Identify the major participants and events of World War II 
• Identify the principal debates between historians on selected subjects in World War II historiography 
• Critically assess, in written and oral forms, the assertions made by historians about selected subjects in World 

War II historiography 
• Use primary and secondary sources to complete oral and written assignments according to the conventions of 

academic historical methodology 
 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Teaching methods will include lectures and the use of audio-visual materials, but the discussion of readings and other 
materials will be emphasized in the seminar format of the course.  
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify):       
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: [Textbook selection varies by instructor. Examples for this course might be:] 

Geoffrey Parker, The Second World War: A Short History (Oxford, 1989) 
Ian Kershaw, Fateful Choices (Penguin, 2007) 
Richard Overy, Why the Allies Won (Norton, 1995) 
Story, Concise Historical Atlas of World War Two (Oxford, 2006) 
Gottlob Bidermann, In Deadly Combat (University of Kansas, 2000) 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

N/A 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: [An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Book reviews x 2               10% each 
Memoir analysis                 20% 
Historiography essay         30% 
Map and narrative Exam    10% 
Discussion leadership             10% 
Reflection Journal                   10% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: [Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Week 1: Course Introduction 
Week 2: The Origins of the Second World War in Europe 
Week 3: Germany’s Early Victories 1939-1941: France defeated, Britain alone 
Week 4: The Origins of the War in Asia and Japan’s Early Victories 
Week 5: Britain, the Atlantic, North Africa and Forging an Alliance 
Week 6: Russia: Early campaigns 
Week 7: The Pacific War: Midway to Okinawa 
Week 8: Total War 
Week 9: Russia: Stalingrad to Kursk 
Week 10: The Footsoldier’s War 
Week 11: Race and Atrocity 
Week 12: D-Day to Berlin 
Week 13: Okinawa to the Atom Bomb 
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