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OFFICIAL UNDERGRADUATE COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 

 
Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 
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HIST 426   HISTORY  4 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 

Aboriginal Peoples and Warfare in Canada: Pre-contact to the Present 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

 
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course will seek to trace the relationships between warfare and the Aboriginal peoples in what is now Canada. 
Students will explore not only the weaponry, tactics, and patterns of warfare as practiced by Aboriginal groups in 
different regions of the country, both prior to and after the arrival of Europeans, but also the societal context and 
cultural significance of warfare and warriors. The course will also cover the 20th century relationship between 
Aboriginal peoples and Canada’s military establishment, including indigenous participation in the World Wars and 
Korea.  
 

 

PREREQUISITES: One of HIST 101, HIST 102, or HIST 226; six additional credits of lower-level history; and 
HIST 321  

COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:              
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 20 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 40 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 20  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Every second year  
Other (specify): Consultation       Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: January 2006 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2010 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: January 2014 
(four years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Dr. Scott Sheffield  
Department Head: Robin Anderson   Date approved: November 3, 2009  
Supporting area consultation (Pre-UPAC)   Date of meeting: November 13, 2009  
Curriculum Committee chair:    Date approved: January 2010  
Dean/Associate VP: Dr. Jacqueline Nolte   Date approved: January 2010  
Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: January 29, 2010  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
1) Evaluate the significance of warfare for Aboriginal societies in Canada up to the end of the 20th century. 
2) Assess the relationship between culture and the practice, motivation and meaning of conflict. 
3) Identify the role of Aboriginal and European tactics and technology in North American warfare. 
 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Teaching methods will include lectures, discussions and the use of audio-visual materials. 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify):       
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Coursepack of articles. 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

N/A 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Oral presentation    5% 
Seminar questions    10% (2 x 5%) 
Seminar participation     25% 
Outline/Annotated bibliography assignment 20% 
Major assignment    40% 
   a) Primary research essay 
   b) Historical fiction 
  
COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Week 1:     Introduction – Defining “war” and studying violence in prehistoric societies 
      Pre-contact Regional Survey – British Columbia 
Week 2:    Pre-contact Regional Surveys – Plains / Northeast Woodland / Subarctic and Tundra 
Week 3:    Europe, 15th to 18th centuries 
      Thickening Contact 
Week 4:    New France and the Iroquois to 1700 
Week 5:    Patterns in New World Conflict to the 1740s 
Week 6:     The Middle Ground - New World Warfare, 1750 to 1763 
Week 7:    The Middle Ground, 1776-1812 
Week 8:    Contact and Conflict in British Columbia 
Week 9:     Plains Conflict in the 18th and 19th Centuries 
Week 10:  Métis Resistance and the Northwest Rebellion 
Week 11:   The Fur Trade, the Subarctic and the Inuit 
Week 12:   The First and Second World Wars 
Week 13: Aboriginal Veterans 
      20th Century Native-Military Relations 
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