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Course Code and Number: HIST 426 ‘ Number of Credits: 4 Course credit policy (105)

Course Full Title: Canadian Indigenous Peoples and Warfare: Pre-contact to the 20th Century
Course Short Title: Cdn Indigenous Peoples & War

Faculty: Faculty of Humanities ‘ Department/School: History

Calendar Description:

Traces the relationship between warfare and Indigenous peoples, exploring not only weapons, tactics, and patterns of conflict, but also
the socio-cultural context of warfare and warriors. Students will examine pre-contact military cultural systems in different Indigenous
societies, how those systems interacted with European cultural military systems after contact, and ultimately how Indigenous warriors
transitioned into soldiers serving in imperial and Canadian military forces in the 20th century.

Note: Field trips outside of class time will be required.

Prerequisites (or NONE): 9 credits of lower-level history and any 300-level history course.

Corequisites (if applicable, or NONE):

Pre/corequisites (if applicable, or NONE):

Antirequisite Courses (Cannot be taken for additional credit.) Course Details
Former course code/number: Special Topics course: No
Cross-listed with: (If yes, the course will be offered under different letter

designations representing different topics.)
Equivalent course(s):
. (%) Directed Study course: No

(If offered in the previous five years, antirequisite course(s) will be (See policy 207 for more information.)

included in the calendar description as a note that students with credit
for the antirequisite course(s) cannot take this course for further credit.) | Grading System: Letter grades

Delivery Mode: May be offered in multiple delivery modes

Typical Structure of Instructional Hours Expected frequency: Every other year

Lecture/seminar 54 . . . .
Maximum enrolment (for information only): 20
Experiential (cultural/elder learning or participation) 6
Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR)
PLAR is available for this course.
Total hours 60 Transfer Credit (See bctransferguide.ca.)

Scheduled Laboratory Hours Transfer credit already exists: Yes

Submit outline for (re)articulation: No

Labs to be scheduled independent of lecture hours: No o .
(If yes, fill in transfer credit form.)

Department approval Date of meeting: October 28, 2024

Faculty Council approval Date of meeting: January 17, 2025

Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval Date of meeting: March 28, 2025
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Learning Outcomes (These should contribute to students’ ability to meet program outcomes and thus Institutional Learning Outcomes.)
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Define the historiographical development and position of Indigenous miliary history and its impact on our understanding of the

subject.

2. Distinguish Indigenous pedagogical approaches to this subject from western academic ones.

3. Debate themes and issues related to Indigenous conflict in an inclusive and open-minded manner.

4. Evaluate how social, political, economic/subsistence, and other contexts interact with Indigenous warfare and military
participation.

5. Employ primary and secondary sources in analyzing Indigenous military history.

6. Write using historical disciplinary conventions and consciousness.

Recommended Evaluation Methods and Weighting (Evaluation should align to learning outcomes.)

Assignments: 75% % %
Final exam: 25% % %
Details:

Assignments: field trip reflection (5%); primary research essay or historical fiction (30%); seminar participation (15%); seminar
questions (15%); outline and bibliography assignment (10%).

NOTE: The following sections may vary by instructor. Please see course syllabus available from the instructor.

Typical Instructional Methods (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.)

Teaching methods will include lectures, seminar discussions based on weekly assigned readings, field trip with elder Sonny McHalsie
and the use of audio-visual materials.

Texts and Resource Materials (Include online resources and Indigenous knowledge sources. Open Educational Resources (OER)
should be included whenever possible. If more space is required, use the Supplemental Texts and Resource Materials form.)

Type Author or description Title and publication/access details Year
“American Indian Warfare: The Cycles of Conflict and the Militarization of
1. Article Tom Holm Native North America,” in Companion to American Indian History. Philip

Joseph Deloria, ed. (Blackwell, 2002): 154-172
“The Indian View of the 1885 Uprising,” in 1885 and After: Native Society in

2. Article Blair Stonechild Transition (Canadian Plains Research Centre, 1986).
3 Article James Dempsey “Indian _Soldier_s,” of Warriors of the King: I?Iains Indians in World War |
(Canadian Plains Research Centre, 1999): 43-69
Video Loretta Todd Forgotten Warriors
5. Video Alanis Obomsawin Kanehsatake: 270 Years of Resistance

Required Additional Supplies and Materials (Software, hardware, tools, specialized clothing, etc.)

None

Course Content and Topics

e Introduction: defining “war” and studying violence in prehistoric societies
e Pre-contact regional survey: British Columbia

Pre-contact regional surveys: plains; northeast woodland; subarctic and tundra
Field trip: Bad Rock Tours — St6:lo warfare and warriors

Europe, thickening contact, and the Indigenous-French alliance to 1700
Patterns in New World conflict to 1763

Wars of the middle ground t01815

Plains Indigenous conflict to 1880

Conflict in the subarctic fur trade and British Columbia

Métis, First Nations and the North-West Rebellion, 1885

Warriors of Empire, 1885-1919

Indigenous peoples’ second world war

Late 20th century Indigenous-military relations and the Oka Crisis
Indigenous veterans and the politics of remembrance
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