
  OFFICIAL UNDERGRADUATE COURSE OUTLINE (page 1) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
OFFICIAL UNDERGRADUATE COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 

 

Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department – see course syllabus available from instructor  

 

HIST 440     History  4 

COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 
Local History for the Web 

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 
 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course allows students in groups or individually to conduct archival research on select Lower Mainland and 
Fraser Valley historical themes, and present their research as web pages for public consumption. Students will work 
closely with local history providers, including museums and  historical sites, such as Fort Langley National Historic 
Site and Coqualeetza Cultural Education Centre, community and regional archives,  and local public historians, to 
investigate their chosen topics. Students will learn to properly structure and publish their research findings as basic 
websites. 

Note: This course involves lab work. Competent computer skills are required and familiarity with the internet 
recommended. 

 

PREREQUISITES: Nine credits of lower-level history and one 300-level history course. 
COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

 

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:              

(b) Cross-listed with:              

(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

 

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 

STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       

Lectures: 10 Hrs  Hours per day:     

Seminar:   5 Hrs    

Laboratory: 12 Hrs  OTHER:  

Field experience: 16 Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 20  

Student directed learning: 17 Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Every second year  

Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2010 

COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2011 

COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: January 2017 
(six years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Dr. Scott Sheffield and Robin Anderson  

Department Head: Robin Anderson   Date approved: December 10, 2010  

Supporting area consultation (pre-UPAC)   Date of meeting: December 17, 2010  

Curriculum Committee chair: John Carroll   Date approved: January 14, 2011  

Dean/Associate VP: Dr. Jacqueline Nolte   Date approved: January 14, 2011  

Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: January 28, 2011  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

 Create a local history research plan; 

 Carry out effective and exhaustive historical research in public archives or similar public history repositories; 

 Organize research materials in a useful and rational manner; 

 Demonstrate an understanding of website architecture and utilize a web authoring tool for web page construction; 

 Present historical research as a basic website. 

 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Teaching methods will include lectures, discussions, student-directed study and research, mandatory field trips, and the use of 
audio-visual materials.  
Students will make regular use of the research facilities and web authoring software in the Gladys and Harvey Kipp Centre for Social 
Research. Weekly lab tutorials will include software demonstrations and hands-on classroom exercises. 

 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment    Interview(s)   Other (specify):       
 

  PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s): The process of taking this course is one of its key learning 
outcomes. 

 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: [Textbook selection varies by instructor. Examples for this course might be:] 

Cohen, Daniel and Roy Rosenzweig, Digital History: A Guide to Gathering, Preserving, and Presenting the Past on the Web. 
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2006. 
Kyvig, David E. and Myron A. Marty, Nearby History: Exploring the Past Around You, 2nd  
Edition. Altamira Press, 2000. 
Negrino, Tom and Dori Smith, Visual Quickstart Guide: Dreamweaver CS5. Peachpit Press, 2010. 
Coursepack of Readings 

 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

STUDENT EVALUATION: [An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Local history research plan and prospectus    20% 
Lab assignments                                            10% 
Website architecture assignment                   5% 
Finished historical research content            35% 
Finished website presentation                     15% 
Participation                                                    15% 

 
COURSE CONTENT: [Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

In addition to the following weekly topics and research activities, students will be expected to spend one scheduled hour each week 
in the lab learning the basics of website construction. 
Week 1 Introductory lecture to Course and Conducting Local History 
Week 2 Engaging in Historical Research                                                                                                                                    
 Lecture/seminar - Theory and methodology for working with primary sources 
Week 3 Field Trip                                                                                                                                                      
 Familiarization with archival navigation and available source collections 
Week 4 The Medium and the Message                                                                                                                           
 Lecture/seminar -Exploring the challenges and methodological issues around history on the Web 
Week 5 Research Planning                                                                                                                                      
 Lecture/student-directed work - How to develop research questions and plans                                                                                                                                                      
Week 6 Field Work - Supervised Research in Archives                                                                                                         
 Student-directed research with instructor support 
Week 7 Field Work - Supervised Research in Archives                                                                                                     
Week 8 Organizing Research Findings  Lecture/Student Directed  work - Managing digital and hard copy archival data for 

citation and interpretation                                                                                            
Week 9 Field Work - Supervised Research in Archives                                                                                                               

Finalizing research - as above 
Week 10 Lecture/seminar/student-directed - Crafting History, Finding Meaning                                                        

Contextualizing and interpreting primary sources 
Week 11 Student Research Presentations   
Week 12 Student-directed - Group Editing and Revision  
Week 13 Project Pre-Launch 
 


