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OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 

 
Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department – see course syllabus available from instructor  
 

HIST 454    History 4 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 

Gender in America 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  
This course will introduce students to major themes and new approaches in the history of gender in the United States.  We will 
examine the changing constructions of masculinity and femininity from the colonial era to the late twentieth century. More 
specifically, we will look at how prescribed social and cultural norms have shaped definitions of acceptable behaviour in the areas 
of political and public life, paid work, family and sexuality; how these norms have been shaped by socio-economic, and 
racial/ethnic/cultural differences, and how these norms have changed over time. 
 

 

PREREQUISITES: Nine credits of lower-level history, and one 300-level history course. 
COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:             
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures:   5 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 55 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 20  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Every second year  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 1995 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: May 2009 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: December 2012 
(four years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Dr. Sylvie Murray  
Department Head: Robin Anderson   Date approved: October 28, 2008  
Supporting area consultation (UPACA1)   Date of meeting: November 7, 2008  
Curriculum Committee chair: Moira Gutteridge-Kloster   Date approved: December 5, 2008  
Dean/Associate VP: Dr. Eric Davis   Date approved: December 10, 2008  
Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: December 19, 2008  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
 
• Explain how prescribed social and cultural norms of gender have shaped definitions of acceptable behaviour in the areas of 

political and public life, paid work, family and sexuality; how these norms have been shaped by socio-economic, and 
racial/ethnic/cultural differences; and how these norms have changed over time. 

• Delineate some of the main historiographical trends and debates in the field. 
• Identify (in oral and written form) the main argument presented in a scholarly article, essay, or book. 
• Set the framework for, and lead, seminar discussion 
•  

METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

This course will make use of these learning tools: 
1. introductory lecture (and supplementary ones as needed) 
2. Student-led seminar discussion of assigned readings 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify):       
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Mary Beth Norton and Ruth M. Alexander, eds. Major Problems in American Women’s History. Fourth Edition.  
Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2007. 

Joanne Meyerowitz, ed. Not June Cleaver: Women and Gender in Postwar America, 1945-1960.  
Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1994. 

Coursepack (articles and essays) 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Seminar participation (assessed through weekly learning journal):   10% 
Leading of seminar discussion:                                                          10% 
Reading reports (3x10%)                                                                    30% 
Short essay (based on primary and secondary sources): 
-annotated bibliography:                                                                       5% 
-7-8 page paper:                                                                                 20% 
Final take-home exam:                                                                       25% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: [Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Part I: Historical Overview 
1. Introduction and historiographical overview 
2. Theoretical overview  
3. Women in Colonial America: Witches, Virtuous Women, Widows, and Slaves 
4. Revolutionary changes 
5. Gender identities in the Trans-Mississippi West 
6. Paid work at the turn-of-the-century 
7. Public and Political life at the turn-of-the-century 
8. Family and Sexuality: from the 1920s to the 1940s 
9. The “Feminine Mystique” and Beyond: Family and Sexuality 
10. The “Feminine Mystique” and Beyond: Work and Public Activism 
11. The “new” feminist generation 
12. Backlash 
13. Conclusion and review for the final exam 
 


