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OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 

 
Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department and the material will vary 
- see course syllabus available from instructor 

  
FACULTY/DEPARTMENT: HISTORY 

HISTORY 456       4 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER       FORMER COURSE NUMBER     UCFV CREDITS 

CITIZENSHIP IN AMERICA 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course examines the changing and contested definitions of citizenship in the United States from the late 18th century to the late 20th 
century.  Topics will include dynamics of inclusion and exclusion based on race and nationality (in the case of Native Americans, African 
Americans, Asian Americans, and immigrants), gender, status, and public and political participation. 

 
PREREQUISITES: 9 credits of lower-level history. 
COREQUISITES: None 

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO: 
(a) Replaces:              
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 
(b) Cannot take:       for further credit.       
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    LENGTH OF COURSE:       
Lectures: 20 Hrs  HOURS PER DAY:     
Seminar: 40 Hrs    
Laboratory:      Hrs    
Field Experience:      Hrs    
Student Directed Learning:      Hrs    
Other (Specify):            Hrs    
    

MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 20  
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS:       
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: January 2000 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE:       
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: January 2004 
(Four years after implementation date) (MONTH YEAR format) 

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:  
  
Course Designer(s):  Chairperson:  
 Sylvie Murray, PhD  E. Davis (Curriculum Committee) 
  
Department Head:  Dean:  
 B. Huskins, PhD  J.D. Tunstall, PhD 
PAC Approval in Principle Date:       PAC Final Approval Date: December 16, 1998 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

I. To examine the different definitions of citizenship prevalent in the U.S. from the 18th century to the present (see course 
content for more details) 

II. To encourage students to think critically, and historically, about how different groups have been included in or excluded from 
the American polity 

III. To use this historical exploration to come to a greater understanding of what it means to be a full and active citizen (with 
rights and obligations) 

 
METHODS: 

Lectures will be used to provide historical background and historiographical debates, but as a 4th year course, History 456 will focus 
mainly on class discussions of assigned readings and students’ research projects. 
 
PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check :)  Yes  No 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR: 

 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 

[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 
 
Judith Shklar, American Citizenship:  The Quest for Inclusion (1991) 
Prucha, Francis Paul.  The Great Father:  The U.S. Government and the American Indian (1984) 
Roger Daniels.  Prisoners without Trial:  Japanese Americans in World War II (1993) 
 
The bulk of the assigned material will be articles and essays (Linda Kerber, Lizabeth Cohen, Rogers Smith, Michael Walzer, etc.) and 
primary documents. 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

      
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 

[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 
 
Participation    10% 
Reflections (short analysis of weekly readings) 30% 
Research paper    35% 
Final exam    25% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 

[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 
 
This examination of definitions of citizenship will be divided into four sections: 
 

I. Nationality or race 
  Immigrants 
  Native Americans 
  African Americans 
  Asian Americans 
II. Gender 
  from “feme covert” to full citizens 
  marital status and sexual orientation 
III. Social status 
  work 
  consumerism 



 
IV. Public and Political participation 

  civic responsibility (“active” citizenship and decline of “the public”) 
 


