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COURSE NAME/NUMBER FACULTY/DEPARTMENT UFV CREDITS
Citizenship in America

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

This course examines the changing and contested definitions of citizenship in the United States from the late 18th
century to the late 20th century. Through a chronological and thematic approach, we will examine how membership in
the American political and civic community has been defined over the years. We will look at legal, political, economic,
and social definitions of citizenship and pay special attention to the dynamics of exclusion based on race, ethnicity,
economic status, religion, gender, and sexual orientation. All these have fundamentally shaped the definition and
exercise of one’s rights and obligations as a citizen of the United States.

PREREQUISITES: Nine credits of lower-level history, and one 300-level history course.
COREQUISITES:
PRE or COREQUISITES:

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program)
(@) Replaces:

(b) Cross-listed with:

(c) Cannot take: for further credit.

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: _ 60 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION:

STRUCTURE OF HOURS: Length of course:

Lectures: 5 Hrs Hours per day:

Seminar: 55 Hrs

Laboratory: Hrs OTHER:

Field experience: Hrs Maximum enrolment: 20

Student directed learning: Hrs Expected frequency of course offerings: Every second year
Other (specify): Hrs (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.)

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) []Yes 1 No
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) []Yes X No
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: []Yes X No

Course designer(s): Dr. Sylvie Murray

Department Head: Robin Anderson Date approved: October 28, 2008
Supporting area consultation (UPACAL) Date of meeting: November 7, 2008
Curriculum Committee chair: Moira Gutteridge-Kloster Date approved: December 5, 2008
Dean/Associate VP: Dr. Eric Davis Date approved: December 10, 2008

Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval Date of meeting: December 19, 2008
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LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

Explain (in oral and written form) how a particular aspect of American citizenship has been shaped historically
e Delineate some of the main historiographical trends and debates in the field

¢ Identify (in oral and written form) the main argument presented in a scholarly article, essay, or book

e Set the framework for, and lead, seminar discussion

METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.)

This course will make use of these learning tools:

1. introductory lecture (and supplementary ones as needed)

2. student-led seminar discussion of assigned readings

METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):

X Examination(s) L] Portfolio assessment L] Interview(s)
] Other (specify):
] PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:]

Nancy F. Cott, Public Vows: A History of Marriage and the Nation (2000)

Alexander Keyssar, The Right to Vote: The Contested History of Democracy in the United States (2000)

Alice Kessler-Harris, In Pursuit of Equity: Women, Men and the Quest for Economic Citizenship in Twentieth Century
America (2001)

Coursepack (select articles and essays)

STUDENT EVALUATION:
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

Seminar Participation (assessed through weekly learning journal): 10%

Leading of seminar discussion: 10%
Critical Book Reviews (5-7 pages each; 2 x 20%): 40%
Legal case analysis:
Annotated bibliography 5%
Oral presentation of case analysis 10%
Written analysis (7-8 pages) 25%

COURSE CONTENT:
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

1. Introduction
“Consent of the Governed”: The Revolutionary Period
The 14™ Amendment and Race
Through the Prism of Marriage
The Vote
Citizens against their Will (Native Americans)
The “Right” to Economic Security
. Consumerism
10. Religion and the First Amendment (recent debates)
11-13: Students’ presentations
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