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HIST 457 HISTORY 4

COURSE NAME/NUMBER FACULTY/DEPARTMENT UFV CREDITS
Sexuality and Gender in Latin America

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

This course examines the history of sexuality and gender in Latin America from the colonial era to the present. Topics may
include the historical and sociocultural construction of sexuality and gender, as well as the complex relationship between
sex, gender, and power; patriarchy, honour, and authority; contested gender relations and the family; machismo and
notions of masculinity and femininity; the nation—state’s concern with gender, moral order, and the control of sexual
behaviour; sexual identities and politics; and the intersection of gender, sexuality, class, and ethnicity.

Note: This course is offered as HIST 457 and LAS 457. Students may take only one of these for credit.
Students may not take HIST 459C for further credit.

PREREQUISITES: Nine credits of lower-level HIST/LAS Studies and one 300-level HIST or LAS course.
COREQUISITES:
PRE or COREQUISITES:

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program)
(@) Replaces:

(b) Cross-listed with:  LAS 457

(c) Cannot take: HIST 459C / LAS 457 for further credit.

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION:

STRUCTURE OF HOURS: Length of course:

Lectures: 10 Hrs Hours per day:

Seminar: 50 Hrs

Laboratory: Hrs OTHER:

Field experience: Hrs Maximum enrolment: 20

Student directed learning: Hrs Expected frequency of course offerings: Every second year
Other (specify): Consultation Hrs (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.)

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) [ Yes [1No
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) [ Yes X No
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: []Yes X No

Course designer(s): Geoffrey Spurling

Department Head:  Alisa Webb Date approved: May 2013
Supporting area consultation Date of meeting: May 31, 2013
Curriculum Committee chair:  Amanda McCormick Date approved:  September 13, 2013
Dean/Associate VP: Jacqueline Nolte Date approved:  September 13, 2013

Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval Date of meeting: September 27, 2013
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LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
o define and assess the different perspectives on the historical and socio-cultural construction of sexuality and gender
analyze the complex relationship between sexuality, gender, and power
define how gender and sexuality have intersected with class, race, and ethnicity in Latin America
evaluate the impact of patriarchy, as well as notions of honour and shame
define and assess the state’s concern with gender, the moral order, and sexual behaviour
interpret criminological perspectives on sexual and gendered ‘deviance’ and ‘delinquency’
critically interpret expressions of machismo and ideas of masculinity and femininity
clearly communicate their ideas, both in writing and in class discussions
critically examine primary and secondary sources

METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.)

The course will run as a seminar, with the occasional short lecture to provide the historical context when necessary. Student
presentations and weekly discussions will focus on the analysis of the required readings—a range of primary and secondary
sources—and on the issues that they raise. Audio-visual materials, including music and a number of films, will be
incorporated into the weekly seminars.

METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):
[ ] Examination(s) [ Portfolio assessment [] Interview(s) X Other (specify): Essay

[] PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:]

French, William E., and Katherine Elaine Bliss, eds. Gender, Sexuality, and Power in Latin America Since Independence.
Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield, 2007.

Hahner, June E., ed. Women through Women's Eyes: Latin American Women in Nineteenth-Century Travel Accounts.
Wilmington (DE): Scholarly Resources Inc., 1998.

Lavrin, Asuncién, ed. Sexuality and Marriage in Colonial Latin America. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1989.

History 457 Coursepack (including selections from the following books and articles):

Behar, Ruth. Translated Woman: Crossing the Border with Esperanza's Story. Boston: Beacon Press, 1993.

Gutmann, Matthew C. The Meanings of Macho: Being a Man in Mexico City. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1996.

Guy, Donna. Sex and Danger in Buenos Aires: Prostitution, Family, and Nation in Argentina. Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 1990.

Lancaster, Roger N. Life Is Hard: Machismo, Danger, and the Intimacy of Power in Nicaragua. Berkeley: University of
California Press, 1992.

Pacini Hernandez, Deborah. Bachata: A Social History of a Dominican Popular Music. Philadelphia: Temple University
Press, 1995.

Perry, Mary Elizabeth. Gender and Disorder in Early Modern Seville. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1990

Abercrombie, Thomas A. “Affairs of the Courtroom: Fernando de Medina Confesses to Killing His Wife (Charcas, 1595).” In
Colonial Lives: Documents on Latin American History, 1550-1850, edited by Richard Boyer and Geoffrey Spurling,
54-76. New York: Oxford University Press, 2000.

Brandes, Stanley. “Drink, Abstinence, and Male Identity in Mexico City.” In Changing Men and Masculinities in Latin America,
edited by Matthew C. Gutmann, 153-176. Durham: Duke University Press, 2003.

French, William E. “Prostitutes and Guardian Angels: Women, Work and the Family in Porfirian Mexico.” Hispanic American
Historical Review 72, no. 4 (1992): 529-53.

Oglesby, Elizabeth. “Machos and Machetes in Guatemala's Cane Fields.” NACLA Report on the Americas 34, no. 5 (2001):
16-17.

Salzinger, Leslie. “Making Fantasies Real: Producing Women and Men on the Maquila Shop Floor.” NACLA Report on the
Americas 34, no. 5 (2001): 13-19.
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SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:

N/A

STUDENT EVALUATION:

[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

Final Exam 25%
Short Paper—Analysis of Primary Sources (on selections

from Women Through Women'’s Eyes) 25%
Research Paper 35%
Participation in Seminar Discussions and Student Presentations 15%

COURSE CONTENT:
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

Week 1 Introduction to the course / The Latin American Context

Week 2 Analytical Perspectives on Gender and Sexuality / Iberian Antecedents

Week 3 Sexuality, Gender, Religion, and Honour in Colonial Latin America

Week 4 Marriage, Marital Relations, and Divorce

Week 5 Independence and the Emergent Nation-State / Motherhood, Authority, Honour, Dueling, and the Politics of Gender
Week 6 Women Travel Writers on Gender Relations in Nineteenth-Century Latin America

Week 7 Prostitution, Family, and the State / Adolescence, Sexual Behaviour, and Urban Public Space
Week 8 Tango, Gaucho Imagery, and National Identity

Week 9 Criminological and Medical Perspectives on Sexuality, Gender, the Body, and Race

Week 10 Machismo, Masculinity, Drinking, and Domestic Violence

Week 11 Gender, Sex, Work, and Politics in Export Enclaves / Love, Music, and Economic Crisis
Week 12 Sexuality and Gender Activism, Revolution, and Social Conservatism

Week 13 Discussion of Research Papers / Course Overview
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