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OFFICIAL UNDERGRADUATE COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 

 
Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department – see course syllabus available from instructor  
 

HIST 458   HISTORY  4 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 

History of Indigenous Peoples in Latin America 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

 
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course explores the history of Indigenous peoples in Latin America through the in-depth study of a particular 
region (the Maya area, central Mexico, the Andes, or the Amazon), typically from the pre-European period to the 
present. Topics may include the political, economic, and sociocultural transformation of Indigenous societies under 
colonial rule; the shifting, complex relationship between Indigenous peoples and the state, considering questions of 
citizenship, ethnicity, class, and gender; national ideology and indigenismo; struggles over land, labour, and other 
resources; religious change; repression and rebellion; the impact of state-directed development policies; and the 
emergence of new identities.  
 
Note: This course is offered as HIST 458 and LAS 458. Students may take only one of these for credit. 
 

 

PREREQUISITES: Nine credits of lower-level HIST/LAS and one 300-level HIST or LAS course.   
COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:              
(b) Cross-listed with: LAS 458        
(c) Cannot take: HIST459C/ LAS 458 for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 10 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 50 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 20  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Every second year  
Other (specify): Consultation       Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2005 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: January 2014 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: January 2020 
(six years after UEC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Geoffrey Spurling  
Department Head: Alisa Webb   Date approved: May 2013  
Campus-Wide Consultation   Date of meeting: May 31, 2013  
Curriculum Committee chair: Amanda McCormick   Date approved: September 13, 2013  
Dean/Associate VP: Jacqueline Nolte   Date approved: September 13, 2013  
Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval   Date of meeting: September 27, 2013  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• define and analyze the major developments in the history of Indigenous peoples in Latin America, from the 

pre-European period to the present 
• define and assess the social, cultural, economic, and political impact of European colonial rule on Indigenous 

peoples 
• assess the shifting and complex relationship between Indigenous peoples and the state 
• analyze the actions of Indigenous peoples in the creation and development of the nation-state 
• assess and analyze a series of interconnected processes and issues, including indigenismo, agrarian reform, 

rural-urban migration, music, the reworking of identities, political violence, and contemporary Indigenous social 
movements 

• clearly communicate their ideas, both in writing and in class discussions 
• critically examine primary and secondary sources 

 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

The course will run as a seminar, with the occasional short lecture to provide the historical context when necessary.  
Student presentations and weekly discussions will focus on the analysis of the required readings—a range of primary 
and secondary sources—and on the issues that they raise.  Audio-visual materials, including music and a number of 
films, will be incorporated into the weekly seminars 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)   Other (specify): Essay 
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: [Textbook selection varies by instructor. Examples for this course might be:] 

Andrien, Kenneth J. Andean Worlds: Indigenous History, Culture, and Consciousness under Spanish Rule, 1532–
1825. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2001. 

Condori Mamani, Gregorio, and Asunta Quispe Huamán. Andean Lives: Gregorio Condori Mamani and Asunta Quispe 
Huamán. Edited by Ricardo Valderrama Fernández and Carmen Escalante Gutiérrez.  Translated by Paul H. 
Gelles and Gabriela Martínez Escobar. Austin: University of Texas Press, 1996. 

Starn, Orin, Carlos Iván Degregori, and Robin Kirk, eds. The Peru Reader: History, Culture, Politics. Second ed. 
Durham: Duke University Press, 2005. 

 
History 458 Coursepack (including the following): 
Canessa, Andrew. “Todos somos indígenas: Towards a New Language of National Political Identity.” Bulletin of Latin 

American Research 25, no. 2 (2006): 241-63. 
Cieza de Léon, Pedro de. The Incas of Pedro de Cieza de León. Edited by Victor Wolfgang von Hagen.  Translated by 

Harriet de Onis. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1959. 
de la Cadena, Marisol. “‘Women Are More Indian’: Ethnicity and Gender in a Community near Cuzco.” In Ethnicity, 

Markets, and Migration in the Andes: At the Crossroads of History and Anthropology, edited by Brooke Larson, 
Olivia Harris and Enrique Tandeter, 329-348. Durham: Duke University Press, 1995. 

García, María Elena. “The Politics of Community: Education, Indigenous Rights, and Ethnic Mobilization in Peru.” Latin 
American Perspectives 30, no. 1 (2003): 70–95. 

Larson, Brooke. Trials of Nation Making: Liberalism, Race, and Ethnicity in the Andes, 1810–1910. New York: 
Cambridge University Press, 2004. 

Mariátegui, José Carlos. Seven Interpretive Essays on Peruvian Reality. Translated by Marjory Urquidi. Austin: 
University of Texas Press, [1928]1971. 

Mills, Kenneth, and William B. Taylor. “The Witness Francisco Poma y Altas Caldeas of San Pedro de Acas, 
Cajatambo, Peru (1657).” In Colonial Spanish America: A Documentary History, edited by Kenneth Mills and 
William B. Taylor, 236–249. Wilmington (Del.): Scholarly Resources, 1998. 

Salomon, Frank, and Stuart B. Schwartz. “Introduction.” In The Cambridge History of the Native Peoples of the 
Americas, edited by Frank Salomon and Stuart B. Schwartz, 1-18. Cambridge and New York: Cambridge 
University Press, 1999. 

Stavig, Ward. “Ethnic Conflict, Moral Economy, and Population in Rural Cuzco on the Eve of the Thupa Amaro II 
Rebellion.” Hispanic American Historical Review 68, no. 4 (1988): 737-70. 

Turino, Thomas. “The Music of Andean Migrants in Lima, Peru: Demographics, Social Power, and Style.” Latin 
American Music Review 9, no. 2 (1988): 127–150. 
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SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

N/A 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Final Exam 25% 
Short Paper—Analysis of Andean Lives 25% 
Research Paper 35% 
Participation in Seminar Discussions and Student Presentations 15% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Week 1 Introduction to the course / Andean ecology and political geography 
Week 2 Approaches in Studying the Andean Past / Andean Polities and the Inka State 
Week 3 European Invasion and Colonial Rule / Andean Intermediaries 
Week 4 Cultural Change, Ethnogenesis, and Campaigns Against Idolatry 
Week 5 Resistance and Rebellion / Andeans and the Wars of Independence 
Week 6 Indigenous-State Relations in the Nineteenth Century / The War of the Pacific and the Comas Resistance / 
Indigenismo and Mariátegui's critique 
Week 7 Agrarian Reform and Rural-Urban Migration / Gender, Land, Labour, and Ethnicity 
Week 8 Life in the Andean Highlands 
Week 9 Andean Music 
Week 10 Coca and Cocaine 
Week 11 The Shining Path and the War in Peru 
Week 12 Identity, Politics, Social Movements, and Indigenous Rights  
Week 13 The Andean Region Today / Discussion of Research Papers / Course Overview 
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