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Note: The University reserves the right to amend course outlines as needed without notice. 
 

Course Code and Number: HIST 480 Number of Credits: 4 Course credit policy (105) 

Course Full Title: Social History of the Medieval Roman Empire (c.600–1453): The Empire that Wouldn’t Die 

Course Short Title: Social Hist Medieval Roman Emp 

Faculty: Faculty of Humanities Department (or program if no department): History 

Calendar Description:  

Students explore the social and cultural history of the medieval Roman Empire (sometimes known as Byzantium) from around 600 until 
1453 CE. They will consider how the Empire of the Romans had to transform itself to survive and thrive in the wider Mediterranean 
world. Students will examine socioeconomic, political, and cultural transformations from the perspective of the state and from that of 
people of all walks of life who made up the social fabric of the empire. 

 

 

Prerequisites (or NONE):  9 credits of lower-level history and any 300-level history course. 

Corequisites (if applicable, or NONE):        

Pre/corequisites (if applicable, or NONE):        

Antirequisite Courses (Cannot be taken for additional credit.) 

Former course code/number:       

Cross-listed with:       

Equivalent course(s):       

(If offered in the previous five years, antirequisite course(s) will be 
included in the calendar description as a note that students with credit 
for the antirequisite course(s) cannot take this course for further credit.) 

Course Details 

Special Topics course: No 

(If yes, the course will be offered under different letter 
designations representing different topics.)  

Directed Study course: No 

(See policy 207 for more information.) 

Grading System: Letter grades 

Delivery Mode: May be offered in multiple delivery modes 

Expected frequency: Every other year 

Maximum enrolment (for information only): 20 

Typical Structure of Instructional Hours 

Lecture/seminar 60 

        

        

        

        

Total hours 60 
 

Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) 

PLAR is available for this course. 

      

Transfer Credit (See bctransferguide.ca.) 

Transfer credit already exists: No 

Submit outline for (re)articulation: Yes  

(If yes, fill in transfer credit form.) 

Scheduled Laboratory Hours 

Labs to be scheduled independent of lecture hours: No 

Department approval Date of meeting:  October 22, 2024 

Faculty Council approval Date of meeting:  December 6, 2024 

Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval Date of meeting:  January 31, 2025 
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Learning Outcomes (These should contribute to students’ ability to meet program outcomes and thus Institutional Learning Outcomes.) 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

1. Analyze the political, social, cultural, and economic historical circumstances that changed medieval Roman society from c.600 
to 1453 CE. 

2. Assess the role the pre-modern Roman state played in the construction of a common Roman identity. 
3. Debate how the scholarly field of Byzantine studies was constructed by Western European Orientalist policies in education 

and culture in the 19th and 20th centuries. 
4. Investigate the content of the written and material primary sources to better understand contemporary Byzantine studies as an 

academic field. 
5. Formulate independent ideas about Orientalism’s role in contemporary academia and wider society. 
6. Demonstrate cultural sensitivity to temporally and geographically distant lived experiences. 

 

Recommended Evaluation Methods and Weighting (Evaluation should align to learning outcomes.) 

Quizzes/tests:  15% Project: 25% Assignments: 60% 

  %        %        % 

Details: 

Quizzes/tests: 
1. Three quizzes with open-ended questions testing students on historical trends in the development of medieval Roman society 

(5% each). 
Assignments: 

1. Critical essay assessing existing scholarly work based on primary sources read in class (15%). 
2. Primary source analysis of the historical significance of a primary written document situated in the right historical context 

based on the class bibliography (15%) 
3. Do-it-yourself assignment exposing students to premodern techniques of manufacture ranging from food to clothes to pottery 

(15%). 
4. Discussion moderation allowing students to lead a class discussion on primary and secondary sources (15%). 

Project: 
1. Research paper, podcast (video), or GIS historical mapping of the medieval Roman world (25%). 

 

NOTE: The following sections may vary by instructor. Please see course syllabus available from the instructor. 

Typical Instructional Methods (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Face-to-face seminar. 

Texts and Resource Materials (Include online resources and Indigenous knowledge sources. Open Educational Resources (OER) 
should be included whenever possible. If more space is required, use the Supplemental Texts and Resource Materials form.) 

 Type Author or description  Title and publication/access details Year 

1. Textbook  Anthony Kaldellis The New Roman Empire: A History of Byzantium 2023 

2. OER book   Tracey Kinney et al. Ancient and Medieval World 2022 

3.                    
 

Required Additional Supplies and Materials (Software, hardware, tools, specialized clothing, etc.) 

QGIS (open-source software available for free download) 
 

Course Content and Topics 

Module I: The empire that would not die (600–800 CE) 
Part 1: The Roman state from Augustus’ Principate until the Arab conquests (27 BCE to 630 CE) 
Part 2: Soul searching of the Iconoclast emperors: the transformation and survival of the Roman state 
Part 3: Empire of villages: deurbanization and the rise of independent farmers 

Module II: The imperial rural revival (800–1000 CE) 
Part 1: Roman awakening: centralization and expansion of the Roman state (Stó:lō creation stories > decolonizing research) 
Part 2: New emperors, old laws: Macedonian legal codification and protection of the population 
Part 3: Romanness in the eyes of the people: popular culture and daily lives in the Roman Empire from 800 to 1000 CE. 

Module III: The cities of the empire (1000–1200 CE) 
Part 1: Cataclysm and survival: Seljuq conquest of Asia Minor and the Roman response 
Part 2: New emperors with a new system: The Komnenoi and their subjects 
Part 3: The Romans go urban: cities and their place in the Roman world from 1000 to 1200 CE 

Module IV: The empire of cities (1200–1453 CE) 
Part 1: From catastrophe to apocalypse: the Roman state’s survival and reorganization from the fourth crusade until the Ottoman 
conquest of Constantinople (1204–1453 CE) 
Part 2: Roman diaspora: how to stay Roman under foreign rule 
Part 3: View from below: the resilience of Roman urban and rural communities 

 

https://open.bccampus.ca/
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