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COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 
Problems in the Chinese Communist Revolution 

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 
 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course examines the origins and development of the Chinese Communist revolution from the early 20th 
century to the founding of the People's Republic of China. With emphasis on the social and ideological aspects, the 
course analyses the relationship between party leadership and mass participation in the development of a 
revolutionary movement in China before 1949. 
 

 

PREREQUISITES: Nine credits of lower-level history and one 300-level history course. HIST 235 is strongly 
recommended.  

COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:              
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 20 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 40 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 20  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Every second year  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 1995 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: May 2014 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: May 2020 
(six years after UEC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Dr. Daniel Kwan  
Department Head: Alisa Webb   Date approved: October 8, 2013  
Campus-Wide Consultation (CWC)   Date of meeting: n/a  
Curriculum Committee chair: Amanda McCormick   Date approved: November 8, 2013  
Dean/Associate VP: Jacqueline Nolte   Date approved: November 8, 2013  
Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval   Date of meeting: November 22, 2013  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

• Interpret the complexity of Chinese communist revolution 
• Evaluate and interpret the major western historiography of Chinese communist revolution 
• Engage in research on related topics of modern Chinese history by using English translated documents and 

scholarly publications 
 

METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Introductory lectures will highlight the major development of the Chinese Communist revolution, and seminars will be 
used for discussion on assigned primary documents (in English translation) and major scholarly publications. Students 
will be encouraged to read some contemporary Chinese literary works for understanding the social and cultural aspects 
of the Chinese revolution. 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify): and research paper 
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: [Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts might be:] 
Peter G. Zarrow, China in War and Revolution 1895-1949, London: Routledge, 2005. 
Lucien Bianco, Origins of the Chinese Revolution 1915-1949, California: Stanford University Press, 1971. 
Arif Dirlik, The Origins of Chinese Communism, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1989. 
Mark Selden, China in Revolution: The Yenan Way Revisited, New York: M.E. Sharpe, 1995. 
Helen F Siu, Furrows: peasants, intellectuals, and the state: stories and histories from modern China, California: 
Stanford University Press, 1990. 
HIST 486 Coursepack 

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

 
STUDENT EVALUATION: [An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Research paper    30% 
Book review    20% 
Oral presentation & class participation 15% 
Final examination   35% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: [Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

• Introduction to sources and approaches. 
• Social and political development in early 20th century China: the search for a new national identity 
• Liberalism, socialism, and anarchism before 1919: major ideological development prior to the introduction of 

Marxism 
• The May Fourth Movement: foundations of revolutionary radicalism 
• The Comintern and the Chinese Communist Party to 1924, Part I 
• The Comintern and the Chinese Communist Part to 1924, Part II 
• The First United Front (1924-27): ideology and mass mobilization 
• The Chinese Communists and the Comintern 1928-37: ideology and revolutionary strategy in transition 
•  Nationalism, socialism, and peasant mobilization during the War of Resistance 1937-45 
• Gender issues in the Chinese Revolution 
• The Communists and the Intellectuals 1931 -49 
• The Civil War and the triumph of the Communists 
• Conclusion: scholarship, politics and historiography of the Chinese communist revolution 
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