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OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 

 
Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department and the material will vary 
- see course syllabus available from instructor 

  
FACULTY/DEPARTMENT: HISTORY 

HISTORY 487       4 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER       FORMER COURSE NUMBER     UCFV CREDITS 

SOCIETY AND POLITICS IN CHINA SINCE 1949 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

The course studies the major social and political changes in China under Communism since 1949 with emphasis on the interplay between 
ideology and policy.  It also analyses the relationship between China’s domestic development and external policy. 

 
PREREQUISITES: 9 lower-level History credits 
COREQUISITES:       

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO: 
(a) Replaces:              
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 
(b) Cannot take:       for further credit.       
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    LENGTH OF COURSE:       
Lectures: 20 Hrs  HOURS PER DAY:     
Seminar: 40 Hrs    
Laboratory:      Hrs    
Field Experience:      Hrs    
Student Directed Learning:      Hrs    
Other (Specify):            Hrs    
    

MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 20  
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS:       
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: January 1997 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE:       
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: January 2001 
(Four years after implementation date) (MONTH YEAR format) 

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:  
  
Course Designer(s):  Chairperson:  
 Daniel Kwan  David Gibson (Curriculum Committee) 
  
Department Head:  Dean:  
 Eric Davis  Don Tunstall 
PAC Approval in Principle Date:       PAC Final Approval Date: May 29, 1996 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

To enhance students’ understanding of China’s experiences in social and political transformation since 1949. 
To develop students’ analytical ability in understanding the current major developments in China from an historical perspective. 
To offer basic research training in contemporary Chinese issues through the introduction of major western sources and scholarly 
works. 
 
METHODS: 

Introductory lectures will highlight the major interpretations of important issues, and seminars will be used to discuss students’ research 
works. 
 
PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check :)  Yes  No 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR: 

      
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 

[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 
 
Maurice Meisner, Mao’s China and After:  A History of the People’s Republic (New York:  Free Press, 1986) 
Arthur L. Rosenbaum ed., State and Society in China:  The Consequences of Reform (Boulder:  Westview, 1992) 
Lowell Dittmer, China Under Reform (Boulder:  Westview, 1995) 
Deborah Davis and Ezar F. Vogel eds., Chinese Society on the Eve of Tiananmen:  The Impact of Reform (Cambridge, Mass.:  Harvard 
University Press, 1990) 
Stuart R. Schram, The Political Thought of Mao Tse-tung (New York:  Cambridge University Press, 1989) 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

      
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 

[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 
 
one book review (max. 8 pages)  15% 
one research paper (max. 18 pages)  40% 
class participation    10% 
final examination    35% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 

[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 
 
The objective of this course is to examine the major developments in China under Communist rule since 1949.  The course begins with 
an introduction to the major western sources, and analytical approaches, to the study of social and political changes in contemporary 
China.  It then follows with a critical examination of the major transformation in China with emphasis on the interplay between 
ideology and policy.  Major topics for discussion include the nature and structure of Communist rule in China, socialist revolution in the 
countryside, urban economic development, the significance of Mao’s political thought, and the social and political consequences of the 
Four Modernizations policy in the post-Mao period.  The course also studies the relationship between domestic politics and foreign 
policy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 


