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HIST 487  History  4 

COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 
Society and Politics in China since 1949 

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 
 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course examines the major social and political changes in China under Communism since 1949 with emphasis on 
the interplay between ideology and policy. It also analyses the relationship between China’s domestic development and 
external policy. 
 

 

PREREQUISITES: Nine credits of lower-level history and one 300-level history course. HIST 235 is strongly 
recommended. 

COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:              
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 20 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 40 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 20  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Every second year  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: January 1997 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: May 2014 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: May 2020 
(six years after UEC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Daniel Kwan  
Department Head: Alisa Webb   Date approved: October 8, 2013  
Campus-Wide Consultation (CWC)   Date of meeting: n/a  
Curriculum Committee chair: Amanda McCormick   Date approved: November 8, 2013  
Dean/Associate VP: Jacqueline Nolte   Date approved: November 8, 2013  
Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval   Date of meeting: November 22, 2013  
    



 
 

HIST 487 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER 

OFFICIAL UNDERGRADUATE COURSE OUTLINE (page 2) 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• Interpret the complexities of China’s experiences in social and political development since 1949. 
• Analyze and interpret the major current affairs in China from historical perspective.    
• Engage in research on topics related to contemporary China by using major English documents and scholarly 

publications. 
 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Introductory lectures will highlight the major interpretations of important issues, and seminars will be used to discuss 
students’ research works or assigned readings. Visual materials relating to contemporary China will also be used 
during class discussion. 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify): and research paper 
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Maurice Meisner, Mao’s China and After: A History of the People’s Republic 3rd. ed., New York: Free Press, 1999 
Orville Schell & David Shambaugh eds., The China Reader: The Reform Era, New York: Vintage Books, 1999 
Daniel A. Bell, China’s New Confucianism: Politics and Daily Life in China, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 
2007. 
Julia Strauss ed., The History of the People’s Republic of China 1949-1976, New York: Cambridge University Press, 
2008) 
Hist 487 Course pack 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Research paper     30% 
Book review     20% 
Oral presentation and class participation  15% 
Final examination    35% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

• Course Introduction 
• Library orientation: introduction to library research techniques on the study of contemporary China 
• Origins of communist rule in China in historical perspective 
• Consolidation of a communist regime 1949-54 
• Socialist revolution in the countryside to 1957 
• The First Five Year Plan and Sino-Soviet relations to 1957 
• Origins of the Great Leap Forward Movement 
• The aftermath of the Great Leap Forward Movement: society, economy, and politics 
• Origins and development of the Cultural Revolution 
• Ideology and politics in transition: from Mao to Deng 
• Market reforms during the Deng’s era 
• Political changes and the search for democracy 1979-1989 
• Conclusion: China’s experience in search for modernity 
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