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OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 

 
Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department and the material will vary 
- see course syllabus available from instructor 

  
FACULTY/DEPARTMENT: HISTORY 

HISTORY 489       4 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER       FORMER COURSE NUMBER     UCFV CREDITS 

STUDIES IN HISTORY 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

Designed for students who wish to examine in greater depth a particular historical problem.  It will be offered either as an individual reading 
course or as small seminars, depending upon student and faculty interest.  Admission only by consent of instructor. 

 
PREREQUISITES: 9 credits of lower-level history, and written consent of both the Faculty Member and the  

Department Head.  12 credits of upper-level history recommended. 
COREQUISITES: None 

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO: 
(a) Replaces:              
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 
(b) Cannot take:       for further credit.       
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 89  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    LENGTH OF COURSE:       
Lectures: 30-75 Hrs  HOURS PER DAY:     
Seminar: 14 Hrs    
Laboratory:      Hrs    
Field Experience:      Hrs    
Student Directed Learning:      Hrs    
Other (Specify):            Hrs    
    

MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT:      
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS:       
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 1996 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE:       
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: September 2000 
(Four years after implementation date) (MONTH YEAR format) 

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:  
  
Course Designer(s):  Chairperson:  
 Sylvie Murray        (Curriculum Committee) 
  
Department Head:  Dean:  
 Eric Davis  J.D. Tunstall Ph.D. 
PAC Approval in Principle Date:       PAC Final Approval Date: May 29, 1996 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

To provide a solid understanding of the themes, methodologies, and theories associated with the selected topic. 
 
METHODS: 

A. Weekly discussion with faculty advisor 
B. Preparation of written assignment (see below) 
 
PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check :)  Yes  No 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR: 

      
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 

[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 
 
There are no texts as such in the course.  Students will be expected to read and comment on a substantial body of literature, some 
suggested by faculty, others resulting from the student’s own review of the literature. 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

      
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 

[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 
 
1. Weekly discussions with faculty advisor  50% 
 
 The amount of readings to be discussed each week is likely to be significantly heavier than that assigned for a regular upper-
level  
 history course 
 
2. Review Paper or Journal:    50% 
 
 The written work expected of the student can take 2 forms: 
 

A. review paper:  15 – 20 page paper synthesizing the literature related to the chosen topic, to be handed in at the end of the 
semester. 

or 
 

B. journal:  weekly response to the ideas encountered in reading and discussion, including: synopsis of the ideas or arguments 
made by authors, reaction to or engagements with these ideas or arguments, questions raised in the student’s mind or in 
discussion with the instructor about authors’ ideas.  To be handed in two or three times during the semester. 

 
COURSE CONTENT: 

[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 
 
Readings related to the topic chosen.  As an example, see attached copy of reading list. 
 

Feminist Theory 
(with a special attention to American feminists) 

 
Week 1  Introduction and selection of readings 
 
Week 2 – 3 Liberal Feminism 



 
 
  Betty Friedan, Feminine Mystique (1963) 
  Rachel Bowlby, “’The Problem with No Name’:  Rereading Friedan’s The Feminine Mystique,” Feminist Review, 27  
  (September 1987): 61 – 75 
  Daniel Horowitz, “Demystifying Betty Friedan and The Feminine Mystique:  Labor Union Radicalism and Feminism in  
  Cold War America,” [manuscript: to be published in American Quarterly, March 1996] 
 
Week 4  Sexuality Debate (1980s) 
 
  Catherine McKinnon, “Feminism, marxism, method, and the state”, Signs (1982 & 1983), 515-44, 635-58 
  “Forum:  The Feminist Sexuality Debate,” Signs (Aut. 1984):  106-135 
  Mariana Valverde, “Beyond Gender Dangers and Private Pleasures:  Theory and Ethics in the Sex Debates,” Feminist Studies 
  15, 2 (Summer 1989): 237 -54 
  Carole Vance, “Pleasure and Danger” (1984), 1-27 
  Catherine McKinnon, Feminism Unmodified 1987 (afterword:  215 – 228 
 
Week 5  Feminist Critiques of Liberal Theory: I 
 
  Carole Pateman, Sexual Contract (1988) 
 
Week 6  Feminist Critiques of Liberal Theory: II 
 
  Chantal Mouffe, “Feminism, Citizenship, and Radical Democratic Politics,” in Judith Butler, ed., Feminists Theorize  
  the Political (1992), 369-384 
  Mary Dietz, “Context is All:  Feminism and Theories of Citizenship,” in C. Mouffe, ed., Dimensions of Radical  
  Democracy (1992), 63-85 
  Iris Marion Young, “The Ideal of Community and the Politics of Difference,” in Linda Nicholson, ed.,  
  Feminism and Post-modernism (1990), 300-324 
 
Week 7  Derrida and Feminist Theory/Practice 
 
  Jane Flax, “Postmodernism and Gender Relations in Feminist Theory,” in Linda Nicholson, ed., Feminism and  
  Postmodernism (1990), 39-62 
  Nancy Fraser, “The French Derrideans:  Politicizing Deconstruction or Deconstructing the Political,?” in  
  Unruly Practices (1989), 69-92 
  Mary Poovey, “Feminism and Deconstruction,” Feminist Studies 14, 1 (Spring 1988):  51 – 65 
  Joan W.. Scott, “Deconstructing Equality-Versus-Difference:  Or, the Uses of Post-structuralist Theory for Feminism,”  
  Feminist Studies 14, 1 (Spring 1988): 33-50 
 
Week 8 – 9 French Feminism 
 
  Elaine Marks and Isabelle de Courtivron, “Contexts of the new French Feminisms,” in New French Feminisms (1980), 28-38 
  Toril Moi, ed., French Feminist Thought (1987) (introduction: 1-13) 
  Luce Irigaray, “This Sex Which Is Not One” and “When Our Lips Speak Together,” in This Sex Which is Not One (1985),  
  23-33, 205-218 
  Luce Irigaray, “Sexual Difference,” in French Feminist Thought, 118-130 
  Helene Cixous, “Sorties” and “Laugh of the Medusa,” in New French Feminisms, 90-98, 245-264 
  Julia Kristeva, “Women Can Never Be Defined” and “Oscillation between Power and Denial,” in New French Feminisms,  
  137-141, 165-167 
 
Week 10-11 Feminists and Habermas 
 
  Craig Calhoun, “Introduction: Habermas and the Public Sphere” and “Concluding Remarks,” in Habermas and the  
  Public Sphere (1992), 1-50, 462-479 
  Jurgen Habermas, “The Public Sphere: An Encyclopedia Article (1964)”, New German Critique 1, 3 (Fall 1974): 49-55 
  Philip Ethington, “Hypotheses from Habermas: Notes on Reconstructing American Political and Social History,”  
  Intellectual History Newsletter 14 (1992):  21-40 
  Nancy Fraser, “Rethinking the Public Sphere: A Contribution to the Critique of Actually Existing Democracy,” in  
  Habermas and the Public Sphere, 109-142 
  Mary Ryan, “Gender and Public Access:  Women’s Politics in Nineteenth-Century America,” in Habermas and the  
  Public Sphere, 259-288 
  Mary Ryan, “Introduction:  In Search of the Public,” Women in Public:  Between Banners and Ballots, 1825-1880 (1990), 3-18



 
 
Week 12-13 Sexuality Debate (1990s) 
 
  Lisa Duggan and Nan D. Hunter, Sex Wars (1995) 
 
Week 14  Synthesis/Conclusion  
 
 
 


