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History 489-4/490-4 Directed Studies in History 4

SUBJECT/NUMBER OF COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE UCFV CREDITS

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION: Designed for students who wish to examine in greater depth a particular historical
problem. It will be offered either as an individual reading course or as small seminars, depending upon student and
faculty interest. Admission only by consent of instructor.

RATIONALE: To allow advanced study in specialized topics for upper level history students.
COURSE PREREQUISITES: 9 credits of lower-level history, and written consent of both the Faculty Member and the
Department Head.

12 credits of upper-level history recommended.

COURSE COREQUISITES: None

HOURS PER TERM Lecture hrs Student Directed
FOR EACH Laboratory hrs Learning 30-75  hrs
STUDENT Seminar 14 hrs Other - specify:
Field Experience hrs hrs
TOTAL HRS

MAXIMUM ENROLMENT:

Is transfer credit requested? Yes x No
AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:
Course Designer(s):  Sylvie Murray Chairperson:
Curriculum Committee
Department Head: Eric Davis Dean: J.D. TUNSTALL Ph.D.
PAC: Approval in Principle PAC: Final Approval:
(Date) (Date)
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SYNONYMOUS COURSES:

(a) replaces __None
(course #)

(b) cannot take None for further credit
(course #)

SUPPLIES/MATERIALS:

N/A

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS (List reading resources elsewhere)

There are no texts as such in the course. Students will be expected to read and comment on a substantial body
of literature, some suggested by faculty, others resulting from the student’s own review of the literature.

OBJECTIVES:

To provide a solid understanding of the themes, methodologies, and theories associated with the selected topic.

METHODS:
1. Weekly discussion with faculty advisor

2. Preparation of written assignment (see below)
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STUDENT EVALUATION PROCEDURE:

1. Weekly discussions with faculty advisor 50%

The amount of readings to be discussed each week is likely to be significantly heavier than that assigned
for a regular upper-level history course

2. Review Paper or Journal: 50%
The written work expected of the student can take 2 forms:
a. review paper: 15-20 page paper synthesizing the literature related to the chosen topic, to be handed
in at the end of the semester.
or
b. journal: weekly response to the ideas encountered in reading and discussion, including: synopsis of
the ideas or arguments made by authors, reaction to or engagements with these ideas or arguments,

questions raised in the student’s mind or in discussion with the instructor about authors’ ideas. To
be handed in two or three times during the semester.

COURSE CONTENT

Readings related to the topic chosen. As an example, see attached copy of reading list.



