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Course Code and Number: HIST 491 ‘ Number of Credits: 4 Course credit policy (105)

Course Full Title: Honours Directed Research
Course Short Title: Honours Directed Research

Faculty: Faculty of Humanities ‘ Department/School: History

Calendar Description:

Students will complete an original research project in consultation with a member of the History faculty. Students will apply historical
methods and scholarly writing to an identified historical problem, or alternatively pursue a line of research that will result in a product of
public history.

Prerequisites (or NONE): Admission to the History Honours program and instructor permission.

Corequisites (if applicable, or NONE):

Pre/corequisites (if applicable, or NONE):

Antirequisite Courses (Cannot be taken for additional credit.) Course Details
Former course code/number: Special Topics course: No
Cross-listed with: (If yes, the course will be offered under different letter

designations representing different topics.)
Equivalent course(s):
a (s) Directed Study course: Yes; cannot be repeated for credit

(If offered in the previous five years, antirequisite course(s) will be (See policy 207 for more information.)

included in the calendar description as a note that students with credit
for the antirequisite course(s) cannot take this course for further credit.) | Grading System: Letter grades

Delivery Mode: May be offered in multiple delivery modes
Typical Structure of Instructional Hours

Expected frequency: Infrequent

Supervised directed learning (directed studies only) 60 Maximum enrolment (for information only): 20
Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR)
PLAR cannot be awarded for this course because:
Students must take the course to meet the honours program
requirements.
Total hours 60

Transfer Credit (See bctransferguide.ca.)

Transfer credit alr ists: N
Scheduled Laboratory Hours ansfer credit already exists: No

Submit outline for (re)articulation: No

Labs to be scheduled independent of lecture hours: No o )
(If yes, fill in transfer credit form.)

Department approval Date of meeting: October 28, 2024

Faculty Council approval Date of meeting: January 17, 2025

Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval Date of meeting: March 28, 2025
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Learning Outcomes (These should contribute to students’ ability to meet program outcomes and thus Institutional Learning Outcomes.)
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Analyze the themes and debates scholars have identified as essential to an understanding of a particular subject in the field of
history.

Identify the major events and participants in the history of the subject.

Critique both primary and secondary sources available for the study of the subject.

Recognize the audience to whom their research is directed and produce the form of product appropriate to that audience.
Reflect on their own bias and positionality when approaching a historical subject.
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Recommended Evaluation Methods and Weighting (Evaluation should align to learning outcomes.)

Assignments: 80% | Holistic assessment: 20% %

% % %

Details:

e Assignments:

o Final assignment (80%)

o OR final assignment (60%) and two historiographic essays (20%)
e Holistic assessment (20%)

Most of the grade will be based on the final essay or project. Smaller essays may be required (e.g., historiography). Given the
individualized nature of the course, participation may be awarded a significant weight as seminar sessions will shape the research
produced by the end of the course. The holistic assessment will be individualized, depending on the nature of the project. As an
example, assessment may be partly based on the student’s ability to explain and defend ideas verbally or upon making the work
available to an outside audience.

NOTE: The following sections may vary by instructor. Please see course syllabus available from the instructor.

Typical Instructional Methods (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.)

Methods may include informal lectures to provide the historical and historiographical context to the subject and its sub-themes and to
consider historical methodology. Most of the course hours will be devoted to seminar discussions. Students will be expected to
familiarize themselves with a variety of readings in order to synthesize the diversity of historical interpretation around a given subject
and prepare them for seminar sessions.

Texts and Resource Materials (Include online resources and Indigenous knowledge sources. Open Educational Resources (OER)
should be included whenever possible. If more space is required, use the Supplemental Texts and Resource Materials form.)

Type Author or description Title and publication/access details Year
As an individually defined research course, no general texts can be identified
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Required Additional Supplies and Materials (Software, hardware, tools, specialized clothing, etc.)

None

Course Content and Topics

Faculty will not shape the course content but will work with the students to arrive at a course of readings and research expectations
around a particular subject or project result.
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