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Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 
Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department – see course syllabus available from instructor  

 
JAPN 103  Modern Languages  3 

COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 
Japanese Study Tour: Language and Culture 

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 
 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course offers students an introduction to Japanese language and culture by means of a study tour. It is a one-
semester course which includes a two to three week study tour experience. The tour visits major Japanese cities. The 
field experience will be preceded by lectures and tests. Discussions and lectures will continue during the study tour. 
Periodic field journal notes are required and a term paper will be due on the last day of the course. 

 
 

PREREQUISITES:  None 
COREQUISITES:  None 
PRE or COREQUISITES:  None 

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:              
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:  for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 5 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 10 Hrs    
Laboratory:  Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience: 30 Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 15  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Every two years  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: May 2013 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE:  
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: March 2019 
(six years after UEC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Joe Sunami  
Department Head: Betty-Joan Traverse   Date approved: August 2012  
Campus-Wide Consultation (CWC)   Date of meeting: November 30, 2012  
Curriculum Committee chair: Tetsuomi Anzai   Date approved: December 2012  
Dean/Associate VP: Jacqueline Nolte   Date approved: December 2012  
Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval   Date of meeting: February 1, 2013  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• Demonstrate fundamental knowledge of grammar and basic vocabulary of the Japanese language. 
• Use and understand basic commands of spoken Japanese in real life situations.  
• Communicate in a culturally appropriate manner. 
• Demonstrate basic knowledge of Japanese geography, history, religions, and economy. 
• Understand basic Japanese customs, manners, common beliefs, and behavioral patterns.  
• Identify and appreciate the mix of modernity and tradition in the Japanese society and recognize its uniqueness.  
• Analyze and connect observations of contemporary Japan with its history and background. 
• Use their intensive experience in Japan towards developing further studies and career possibilities. 

 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Field trips, lectures, discussions, writing, readings, and short tests. 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify):       
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Banno, Eri. Genki I An Integrated Course in Elementary Japanese, Second Edition. Japan Times. 2011  

Sugimoto, Yoshio. The Cambridge Companion to Modern Japanese Culture, Cambridge. 2009  
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

Regular requirements for international travel, as well as a good notebook, a camera and a good pair of shoes. 

STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Participation                         20% 
Short tests                           40% 
Field journals                       20% 
Theme paper                       20% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Sample schedule for 7 week intensive semester: 
Week 1: Noun sentence, Japanese sound system and Hiragana; Japanese Customs and Manners 
Week 2: Particles, Question Words, Numbers, Katakana; Japanese Geography and History 
Week 3: Verb sentence, Frequency Adverbs, Introduction to Kanji; Japanese Economy and Industries 
Week 4: Departure to Tokyo 
Week 5: Lectures at a partner school in Japan and field assignments 
Week 6: Trip to Kyoto and Hiroshima 
Week 7: Trips in Tokyo and Returning to Vancouver 
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