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CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:    An introduction to selected theories about human communication.  The course
discusses the nature of self, spoken language, and non verbal communication.  It also examines the technological
extensions of language and culture and the role of writing, print and electronic media in shaping perception.

RATIONALE:

COURSE PREREQUISITES: None

COURSE COREQUISITES:

HOURS PER TERM Lecture 40 hrs Student Directed
FOR EACH Laboratory hrs Learning hrs
STUDENT Seminar 20 hrs Other - specify:

Field Experience hrs                              hrs
TOTAL 60 HRS

MAXIMUM ENROLMENT:    35   

Is transfer credit requested?        : Yes          9  No

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:

Course Designer(s):       Kathleen Galarneau                          Chairperson:         J.D. Tunstall                                       
                                                                                                                                          Curriculum Committee

Department Head:        Kevin Busswood                                Dean:                                                                               

PAC:  Approval in Principle                                                  PAC:  Final Approval:         December 1990                    
                                                          (Date)                                                                                           (Date)
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SYNONYMOUS COURSES:

(a)  replaces              N/A                     
                             (course #)

(b)  cannot take         N/A                     for further credit
                                  (course #)

SUPPLIES/MATERIALS:

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS   (List reading resources elsewhere)

The Age of Missing Information, Bill McKibben

Conscientious Objections, Neil Postman

Intercultural Communication: A Reader, Larry Samovar & Richard Porter, Eds.  (7th Ed.)

Recommended are selected readings from the work of:

1.  George H. Mead
2.  Erving Goffman
3.  Benjamin Lee Whorf
4.  Harold Inmis
5.  Marshall McLuhan
6.  Elizabeth Eisentein
7.  Edmund Carpenter
8.  Walter Ong

OBJECTIVES:

- To introduce some major theories/models of communication.
- To teach students how to critically assess these theories
- To clarify differences between face-to-face and mediated communication
- to introduce ways of examining individual behaviour/perception in light of how language is used (spoken, written,

printed and electronically medicated).
- To develop critical thinking and academic writing skills.

METHODS:

- Lectures are developed to provide a model for explication and critical assessment of theories.
- Tapes and class discussion are used to illustrate concepts.
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STUDENT EVALUATION PROCEDURE:

Book Review 25%
Midterm Exam 20%
Essay 30%
Final Exam 25%

COURSE CONTENT

PART 1: The Nature of Communication and the Development of self

- Intra personal communication
- Interpersonal communication
- Cross-cultural communication
- Speech and language

PART II: Orality and Literacy

- Oral tradition
- History and development of writing
- Writing and print

PART III: The Bias of Communication

- Innis: Concepts of Bias and Monopoly of Knowledge
- McLuhan: ‘Medium is the Message’, ‘Global Village’, and ‘Hot & Cool Media’.

PART IV: Our Current Communications Environment

- Wired world and cultural implications
- Cybersociety and cognition


