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OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 

 
Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department and the material will vary 
- see course syllabus available from instructor 

  
FACULTY/DEPARTMENT: SOCIAL, CULTURAL & MEDIA STUDIES 

MACS 230       3 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER       FORMER COURSE NUMBER     UCFV CREDITS 

INTRODUCTION TO COMMUNICATION MEDIA 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

Provides an overview of the development of broadcasting and telecommunication systems in Canada and their relationship to contemporary 
society.  Topics covered include the history of the CBC, cable television, the domestic film industry, Canadian satellite development, and 
alternative media in Canada. 

 
PREREQUISITES: MACS 130 
COREQUISITES: None 

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO: 
(a) Replaces:              
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 
(b) Cannot take:       for further credit.       
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    LENGTH OF COURSE:       
Lectures: 46 Hrs  HOURS PER DAY:     
Seminar: 14 Hrs    
Laboratory:      Hrs    
Field Experience:      Hrs    
Student Directed Learning:      Hrs    
Other (Specify):            Hrs    
    

MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 35  
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS:       
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: December 1990 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE:       
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: December 1994 
(Four years after implementation date) (MONTH YEAR format) 

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:  
  
Course Designer(s):  Chairperson:  
 Cheryl Dahl  J.D. Tunstall (Curriculum Committee) 
  
Department Head:  Dean:  
 K. Busswood  J.D. Tunstall 
PAC Approval in Principle Date:       PAC Final Approval Date: December 1990 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

This course considers the roles of television, film and publishing in the creation of the national identify(s) of Canadians.  By examining 
the historical, economic and public policy contexts of these industries, students will be in a position, at the end of the course to 
understand and participate in the current debates on the impact of the free trade agreements, and the conflict between public service 
and commercial objectives in public policy.  The implications of new technology will also be considered, especially as they relate to 
public policy debates.  The literature of French Canada on cultural sovereignty and the mass media will be addressed only in a limited 
way, due to both the scope of this debate and the difficulty of obtaining translations of suitable readings.  However, it is also one 
objective of this course to provide some degree of understanding of the dilemma of French Canada in attempting to preserve a unique 
culture within North America.  
 
METHODS: 

Lecture/Seminar 
 
PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check :)  Yes  No 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR: 

      
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 

[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 
 
Vipond, Mary  The Mass Media in Canada (Toronto:  James Lorimer and Company, 1992) 
The Economic Status of Canadian Television: Report of the Task Force (Ottawa: Minister of Supply and Services, 1991) 
 
Required Readings: 
 
Vipond, Mary  The Mass Media in Canada (Toronto: James Lorimer and Co., 1992) (purchase) 
The Economic Status of Canadian Television: Report of the Task Force (Ottawa: Minister of Supply and Services, 1991) (loaned by 
         instructor) 
Salter, Liora. “Reconceptualizing Public Broadcasting” (Library reserve) 
Taras, David. “Defending the Cultural Frontier: Canadian Television and Cultural Integration” (Library reserve) 
de la Garde and Trembley “Cultural development” State of the Question and Prospects for Quebec” (Library reserve) 
Audley, Paul “Cultural Industries Policy” (Library reserve) 
Feldman, Seth “The Canadian Film Industry” (Library reserve) 
Gasher, Mike “The Myth of Meritocracy: Ignoring the Political Economy of the Canadian Film Industry” (Library reserve) 
Lorimer and Duxbury “Book Publishing in Canada” (Library reserve) 
Crean, Susan “Reading Between the Lies: “Culture and the Free Trade Agreement” 
Thompson, John Herd “Canada’s Quest for “Cultural Sovereignty”: Protection, Promotion, and Popular Culture”  (Library reserve) 
Berland and Straw “Getting Down to Business” (Library reserve) 
Newspaper clippings as assigned 
Other readings that relate to class discussions. 
 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

Access to daily newspaper. 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 

[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 
 
Option 1 
 
1.  Abstracts of Vipond c. 2+ Salter    20% 



 
2.  Midterm (essay form)     20% 

3.  Research Paper      35% 

4.  Final (essay form)     25% 

 
Option 2 
 
1.  Research journal containing detailed abstracts of  
     critical responses to Vipond and all assigned readings,  
     excluding (Economic Status of Canadian Television)  65% 
 
2.  Research Paper      35% 
 
Students may choose between options 1 and 2 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 

[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 
 
The Canadian context for cultural industries 
The economic environment of cultural industries 
The history of public policy in broadcasting, cable and satellite development 
The economic status of television in Canada 
Advertising vs subsidy, pay services 
Alternative forms of broadcasting 
Arts and culture policy 
Culture and the mass media 
Industrial vs cultural policy options 
History of the film industry in Canada 
The economic status of Canadian film 
History of book and periodical publishing in Canada 
Convergence and informatics 
Trade agreements and international regulation 
Dimensions of globalization, regionalization 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


