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OFFICIAL UNDERGRADUATE COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 

 
Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department – see course syllabus available from instructor  
 

MACS 235    Social, Cultural and Media Studies 3 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UCFV CREDITS 

Introduction to Journalism in Canada 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

Through print and electronic media, journalists inform us about issues and events from around the world. But what 
factors determine their choice of stories to cover and the perspectives that they bring to their stories? This course 
takes a critical look at the role of the journalist in Canadian society. 

 

PREREQUISITES: MACS 130 recommended 
COREQUISITES: None 
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:             
(b) Cross-listed with: JRNL 235        
(c) Cannot take: JRNL 235 for further credit.  

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 30 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 15 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 36  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Annually.  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) X Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes X No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes X No 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: May 2009 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE:       
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: December 2012 
(four years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Eric Spalding and Ken Fernstrom  
Department Head: Eric Spalding   Date approved: September 2008  
Supporting area consultation (UPACA1)   Date of meeting: October 3, 2008  
Curriculum Committee chair: Moira Gutteridge-Kloster   Date approved: October 2008  
Dean/Associate VP: Eric Davis   Date approved: October 31, 2008  
Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: December 19, 2008  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• Appreciate the central role played by journalists in a democratic society; 
• Recognize how the news media in Canada are organized; 
• Understand the political and economic context in which journalists operate; 
• Comprehend the influence of sources, colleagues, employers, and audiences on journalists; 
• Recognize the factors affecting what stories get covered by the media and how they are covered;  
• Understand how technological developments have affected journalists over the years. 

 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

May vary by instructor, but typical methods would include: lectures, in-class discussions, group discussions, student-led 
activities, videos, music, practice tests. 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify): Methods may be considered on a case-by-case basis. 
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Hackett, Robert A., and Richard Gruneau, with Donald Gutstein, Timothy A. Gibson and NewsWatch Canada. (2000) 
The Missing News: Filters and Blind Spots in Canada’s Press. Ottawa: Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives. 

Skinner, David, James R. Compton and Michael Gasher, eds. (2005) Converging Media, Diverging Politics: A Political 
Economy of News Media in the United States and Canada. Lanham, MD: Lexington Books 

 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Assignment one (news story)  10% 
Midterm exam    25% 
Assignment two (essay)   20% 
Final exam    25% 
Presentation    15% 
Attendance and participation  5% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

• Journalism’s role in a democratic state; 
• Government influences on journalism; 
• Business and advertising influences on journalism; 
• Concentration of media ownership; 
• How sources affect news coverage; 
• The audience’s needs and wants; 
• Pack journalism; 
• Infotainment and celebrity culture; 
• Celebrity journalism; 
• Journalism at the CBC;  
• Canada’s under-reported stories; 
• The role of alternative news media; 
• The decline of print journalism; 
• The rise of Internet journalism. 

 


